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FDITORIAL

Welcome to Specials Series, the first issue of which is devoted to Sunday comic
strips and comic strip collecting. A word about what Jpecials Series will be,
is in order. Specials Series ig a ceries of specials, speciale vhici cen deal
with any topic or subject. I choose or feel inclined to write about. Thue,
while this isesue may be devoted to coric strip collecting, future issues most
probably will not. Why? For ocne thing,I've think I've gaid about all I can sav
on comic strips without repeating myself. Also, I have better things to do and
simply don't have the time to squeeze everything in, However, if interest war-
rante and I can get enouszh vorthwhile material together for a seccnd comic
strip issue, then there will be one. Otherwvice, probably not.

I have been in comics fandom (inactive) for almost four years and during that
time havexﬁeen many, many fanzines and have my oun definite ideas of what a
fanzine should or should not be. Fii'sh, it must serve o purpose. There are
far too many fangines sround today, which run second-rate strips, hastily
hacked out articles »nd lengthv letters - pazes, which are so boringz, they put
you to sleep. Not all of these are bad, hcwever. Some may be entertaining
and nice to read, but you could have gotten along just as well with them asg
vithout them. They cerve no real purrose cr fill a gpecial need. It has been
6 years since a fanzine devoted completely to comic strip collecting was
rublished. The last fanzine to be so oriented was Bill White's, The Stripper,
a one-chot printed in 196L. Since that time, there hasn't been a sincle fan-
zine devoted to comic strip collecting, though a2 few articles a2bout strip

o

collecting have appeared here =nd there over the years. So, it's about time

that another {anzine devoted to conic strip collectinz appeared. Cne, hope-
fully, that would combine 21l the accomplichments and achievements of the
past with those of the present. Thir is wvhat I've tried to do with this
iesue of Speclals Series.

A few may wonder why thif issue wasn't printed in offset. Considering the
quality of some fanmines wthich have nsed offset, perhaps it should havs been.
But, offeset printing requires money, and ac » full-time college student, I
simply couldn't afford it. Also, to »rint Specials Series in offset ~md et
a fairly half-decent prlce, I would have had to have a print run of at least
500, I reslly doubt if the demand would ever be that biz. So far, I've
placed two ads for Specials Series. The first, in the Dallascon Bulletin
(circulation 5,000) drew LO orders. The second, presently placed in Cartoon-
ist PR0files, has at this moment Sravm only 8 orders. A real disaproiriment,
concidering that Cartoonigt PROfiles is supposedly a haven for comic strip
buffs. Oh, well, anvway - that's why Specials Series is not offset.

Specials Series will carry no advertising in future iscues, if there are anv.

_ For one thing, I don't like ads. Since I'm ta%ing my time working on Specials

Series, it could te one or two years before a second issue is published.
Thue, any ad placed in it vould be hopelcssly outdated. Then, too, cince
each issue of SpecialsSeries widl be different, an ad for comic strips would
fall on deaf earg, saJ, if Specials Series #2 were to be about baqeball and zo
to mainly baseball fans. So, no advertiging.

Yhile T'm breaking all sorts of fan traditions, I might as well break one

more. There will be no letters page in Speciak Series. Since each issue of
Specials Serieg will probably be on an unrelated subject, the letters dies-
cussing the previous iscsue would probably be meaningless to the readears of

the current icsue. Tt also takes *ime and effort to put together an in‘eresting




letters page, and I'd rather uce the time for somethinz else. Now, this aoesn!'t
mean I don't want to hear Irom others. I'm always glad to hear from otners, what
they thouzht cbout the. issue. It onlv means that I won't print any lettere I
receive in a future issue,

Incidentally, this issue of Specials Series has undergone quite a few changes

over the months I've been WOr'lﬁ” on it. Originally, it wes going to be 1/2
article ond 1/2 strip listings. At that early date, I had about 25 pazes of
articles and 25 newspapers which I planned to list (which would have taken up
about 15 pages.) However, I began to add more pages of written material and
Specials Series #l began to grow, uniil it approached 50 pages. That was no
vroblem since I could do a 50 page issue just as easily =g = LO pagze issue. But
then, I began to take a closer look at gome of the newspapers I was plaaning to
liet and the longer I looked, the less I liked whet I e=w. Since I was getting all
of mr newspapers free (from local libraries), I had been looking at them in a
cifferent perspective. HManv. had high subccription rates and cairied » poor selec-
tion of comics, £o the reshlt was that most of them were eliminated. The remain-
ing 9 or 10 papers were kevot.

hile“on the subjcct of strip listings, I'd better mention a change that has oc-
curred in one orf the newspepers. In my "Collecting Sundzy Comic Strips" article,
I mention that Prince Valiant is carried -t full page by the Asbury Paork Sunday
Press. False. Prince V-liant was corried at full page, but since August 23,
1970, has been 1/2 page. The strip listingc at the rear of this issue show the
correct line up of comic strips carried by the Asbury Pork Sunday Press. The
strip listinge are alsco the last things in thie issue to be typed »nd are up-to-
dzte as possgible.

Future issues, or will there be any? Thie fanzine has the name of Specials
Serieg for one very good reason, namely that it is a gseries of speclals. ™o two
icsues will be alike as I have been kicking around quite a few dilferent ideas
andplan to do a special zround each idea. However; thiese plans may never be
realized. It has talen over a year of work just to prepare this newspaper icsue,
vet I can remember planninz on having it rewdv we back in ilovember, 1969. In
other words, I have a poor gense of time and don't know when I'1ll ever publish

a gecond issue. Pefore I forget, I'd like to apologize to 211 the people who
ordered Specials Series back in lMarch and who are still waiting. About 211 I can
gay ie that I'm sorrw for the delay. One nice thinz about it thouzh, I got to
70 over this material cseversl times, reviging and rewriting it until I zot it ac
perfect as I could. So if there are any future issues, they will probably be
auite = while in coming.

For those who wich to live dangerously and maybe wait a longz time, the next issue

a7 be ordered now for 75¢. I'm not even sure what that specizl will be con-
cerned yith. Whichever of my projects is completed first, I suppose. Of course,
all thie is pure epeculation. It is hard to say what the next issue will be
about, if T even publish a second issue at that. However, if and vhem a second
iccue iz publiched, it will be well advertised =o just abouil everyone should know
about it. To bg safe, however, you can send a stamped~self addressed envelope to
me and I'11 let you knoir when-the second icsue is rendy. Incident2lly, if =nyone
wants a second (or third) cop: of this issue for trading purroses, I still have
plenty left. Price:is 60¢ ench., 7ell, that =bout wraps it up, Tolks.....hope
you enjoy this issue. : :

Richar. S:all
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Se vou were thinking of collecting comic strips. Well, 1t was bound to
happen sooser or later. At somz stage in . the game every conic ook fair sud-
denly realizes that the daily and Junday newspapers have vhole pages devoted
to serialized comic advintures. GChaices are good you' ve been following a <num-
ber of strips regulerly thru the ycars. And likely as nct, righc now, right
in the middle of an unusually exciting' adventure of your favorite strip, the
Urge strikes you down in the prime of life, You decide to ccllect ib. pad,
ef course, as bthe wecks pass, you are goiang to discover if you haven't already,
that the Urge 1s persistont, and you will bsgin collecti.g more and more strips
tne loager you keep with it. So, this article is meant to bte a few geuereal
pages of patter and iaformation which you may find useful in avoiding some of
the pitfalls of collecting comic strips. d

Having overcome the 1:itial memntal block against collecting the things,
the FPirst step ought to be to lock over the.assortment of necded Equipmcit.
Fquipment iz usually one of the following items: a pair of scissors, u knife,
or a ragorblade. In additioa you need a regular daily-Sunday paper, aad
adequate space for storing both daily and Sunday stirips. And if you dou'l
thirk that last requirement is importaant, you've got a rude shock ah-ad of
you. “

For the most part, this artiels will be concerned with comments dealing
with daily strips, because they are more waumerous and provide the most prob-
1oms. - There is some difference of opinion on how ouwe should cut the daily
ztrips from the paper. [hiags whieh shovld be cousidered who: you look over
the problem arejefficiency, speed, safety and cost of thec methods you us: to
solve 1t.

T've always Tound it coaveaient to wait uatil the family is thru maul-
iup over the paper, then I fold tho ssetion which contains the comics and lay
it aside somewhere., Whilé I am up’st Tech, my parents save thg sectioas for
me, Then, once every week, or every two weeks as the mood strikes me, o dig
out the old papers, sort aad pull out the comic pages,and cut out the strips
7 aeed. Outbting strips on a day to day basis is a tedious thing , and evepiu-
ally your hobby will cease to be a fun thing and will dcteriorate ianto a
wearisone chore. GCollecting should be a thing that gives you personal plea-
sure, and you should begiu to cultivate shorteuts and time savers right {rom
the beginning.




The time houored nethod of cutting daily strips has been to sipply clip
with a pair of scissorsz. ‘“ecissors are available in almost every household
ead a gocd pair can bc bought in 2lmost every dime store or grocery store
across the nation, If you decide to use this method, be sure you get a good
pair, The little dimz-a~dozea clippers you were wusing in the first grade are
finej; for firs=t graders.. pub if you want to'colleet ccmic strips you will
nced a pair with a sherp edge, a tight ceater bolt, and a little length to the
blades, Your inmedizic family probably has several pair tucked away, usually
neant for kitchen or sewing work., o little searching aad persuasion cai
reander up.an old pair ia excellent condition.

Seissors are the time honored method, but there are some disadvantages to
them also. Tor ome thing, if you've ever tried using scissors on newsprint
papsr, you know how hard it is to keep an even line. It requires close atten-
ticn to the job and a keen eyz= {o kecep the cut oi a straight line without
frayed edges showing up along the comic strip's margin, T.ikewise, workiang with
scissors is an agenizingly slow process, It ean take hours of =ffort, and in
the long ruii, all this extra work isn't worth the end product. Especially so,
when “there are easier ways of doiag things,

I, myself, favor the knife method of cutting strips. This requires a
knife, and a whetgtoae to keep the blade sharp.. These are easily obtained,
and you will dévelop dexterity ia keeping thE blade razor sharp with no diffi-
culty. The best feature of this method is that it takes up so little time, A
fouw quick slashes and you've harvested a vhole stack of strips. I cut fifteen
strips from our local paper and it takes me less than half an hour to do a
w=ells yorth of papers.

A variation oo this idea is Lo substitute a razor blade, one with a
safety edgz along ono side, of course, These razor blades arc made with model
rniakers in miand, and they are gold most everywhere, The advantage of this is
that you dow't have to worry about sharpening the blade, But in the loig
runy the cost of razor blades will outweigh the initial-cost of a pockst kaife
aid z vhetskonz, OFf coursc, if someone in your immediace fanily happens to
shave with the safely odged vlades, you will have no problems. 4 razor -blade
has Jots of usc left in it after someone fiads 1t unsuited for shaviag pur-
possn, it goee without saying that when. you use a knife or a razor blads,
sou place a piecs of cardboard, or an unwanted section of newspaper under

‘the comiec strip section, 10 pravent you meking-slashes ia a good table or

berch,

fhere is yet another way,to take the strips from the paper, but I donm!t
recommend it to amateurs, or cvea to some of my worst'enemics, ‘There are
peopls who can handle it, and manage it with skill and speed. T don't happen
tc Lo acoag that select number. For this you will aeed a thin, but sturdy
pieee of plastig or wood. Staticnary stores carry plastic rulers of the #ype
needed. 7t should be noted that the odge of this piece of plastic should be
one thirty-seegnd to one eighth of an iuch, thick, yet the ruler; as a whole
must be stromg ciough 1ot to bend much. Position the ruler with 1ts thia
wge as the line vou want to cut. 'ith one hand, steady the ruler and nold
it Tirmly in placn. Your other hand will grab a corner of the newspaper
2trip, and with aa upward and backward movement, you literally tear the sirip
aleag the edge of the ruler. This will produce a comic. strip with a
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marveleus feathered edge. Strips cut in this maniner are the most clegaant to
look at and to hold, and likewis= lhey make storage slightly easier, plus
cutting down on wecar along the borderz. But as : say, some can do it aad
some can't, T you wish to give it a try, I suggest that you experiment
first with old unwa-ted rouspapers, seeiag if you can tear photos or ads ox
what have you out neatly first.

T should mention herc that there are twc schools of thought on how to
clip your comic strips. One group fecls that comic strips should always e
cub with an adequate border of whitzs paper surrounding the actual pancls of
art, Aaother grecup feels that this white paper worder is a space consuming
waste of effort and so they cut the sirip using the adge of the panels of
art as the cutting line,

I happen to be among that group which feels an adequate whitc paper
border is not only useful, but is nearly esseatial., Therd are csveral rea-
sons for this. First and foremost, a white paper border iz a buffer between
the outside world and its forces of aging and wear, and the essential part.cf
the comic strip; the art panels., If you collect cld magazines, you will kiow
vhat T mean. 01d magaziaes whieh do not fzaturs slick paper, invariably show
a discolored look around the margins of cach page. This is due to normal
wear and aging. Comic sirips are ground from the same type of pulp newsprint
that nca-slick magaziaes arc, and this paper oxidizes zlowly but sursly over
the years., At some indefinite point in the future, your comic strips are
going to crumble to dust. Before that time, thay will bicome britile aad
unusable. This final result is inevitable; but the time 1t takes to reach
it ig up to you. Wi.thout proper care, newsprint will z2ge and deteriorate
within a few short months, With propsr care it can last thru centuries of
usa, The margins around the art panzls catch most of the wear you, yourself,
nake in handlisg the strips.- Likswise, the center portio.s of any stacked
paper 1s tighter, and keeps out mops sun, light, heat changes, etc., thaa
the edges. If the edgss are that white paper border, thzy will catch most
of the aging, leaving the art panels almest untouched.

»

Then woo, [ am a perfectionist en comie strip size. Every collector
should adopt a regulation standard size for each of his strips. Comic
strips are printed in a variety of different sizes, from the giant comics
featvred in the WASHINGTON POST to the super miniatures, Pezanuts beiug the
best examples, Sinct you will bz cellecting mainly from your local news-—
paper, it is only wisd to accept vour local rewspaper size as the standard.
When strips come in which are smaller than this accepted standard, there 1is
little you can do about it. But vhen strips come in which are larger, aag
have wvhite paper margins, you can whittle ths margin and cvt the strip down
to the accepted size, providiinz, of course, the art panels are not laiger
vhan your total standard size. Uniformity of size is an advantage in
filing, storing and preserving your strips. Likewise, it makes®them
conveinient and easier to read.

o

Ia cutting strips with margias, it is good to provide as much leeway

as possible,




Let us suppose we have Tour comic
strips: A, B, C and D. We collect
B and C, but ot 4 or D, Noting
the erude diagram over there, note
o3 dothed lines represent the cuts
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top of the art panels of D and
tha top margin of B cxtends up to
vne bottom of the art panels of
A. Some newspapers have comic
pages equipped vith divider lines
prizited on the paper to separate
ona strip from auother. If your
loecal paper has such an arrange-
menty consider yourself lucky, i
and use them whensver you cut the ~§
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allows about aa equal margin to i E
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~gtrips. If not, I suggest this
method here, getiing the most mar--
gln wherevar you can,

Having clipped the strips from the paper, the next logical step is to
put them in some sort of reasoinable order., The generally accepted method is
to stack your dailiecs one on top of the other, i a neat and uniform pile.
Tine oldest strip should be on the very bottom, face upward, with the newest
one right on top of the stack, When you have collsctied a complete year, you
begin with a neu stack, Some individuals glue their strips in scraptocks.

T don't think highly of this idea for several reasons; first, it takews up a

lot of time, time which could be put to tetier use of other things, ' Jext,

the scrapbooks are bulky and space consuming articles, You will find as time

goes on that space will become a problem, and you will probably regrat placiang

he things in a scrapbook, Likewise, you may eventually tirc of a few of

vour strips, and decide to tradec them off, it's almost impossible tc trade

strips i a scrgpbook, mainly because of the space factor, and also hecause

vary few serious collectors use scrapbooks,’ ihen the possibilities of making

a mistake are iumsrous and foreboding. if, for iustauce, you miss a day and

forgst to leave a space there for the missing strip, your eantire filing

svstem has been wrecked and short of steaming the strips off the page and

thea reglueing them in proper order, nothing can be done to repair the damags.
: Glue is also a very mnessy material, and there is always that possibility that

vou'll plant vour gummy fingers right over the face of some particularly

valuable strip. There is some slight excuse for glueing Sunday strips oi

sturdier paper, since the larger size of %uaday strips is a determining factor,

but anyonc who trust his daily sirips to a scrapbook has caly himself to

blame for the resulting consecuances.,

-

‘ An astonishing number of pzople do not realize that all comic strips are
numbered. Lodk over a daily or “unday strip. Somewhere, usuvally i the last
panel, or near the artist's signature, are two little numbsrs. Sometimes it's
found in the upper left hand part of the first panel., The first of these
qumbers tells you the month, while the second tells the day of that month on "
wvhich the strip appeared. Thus the numbers 5-24 would mean the stirip appeared

=) o
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in the fifth month, May, on the twenty-fourth day. You usz thess numbers to
keep your collection in chronological order, as I have said, the acceptad
method is te hgve the older strips on the bottom of the stack, the ncewest
ones on top. 'This method proteects the faces of the older strips from cxcess
wear and aging.

“.0., wnat happens when you miss a day? This caa happen. TIn fact, this
cad event iz likely to occur all too often, and even the rost careful collec-
tor hans to face the problem, This is where two more pieces of Bguipmezat come
in handy, namely, a small calendar and a pocket notebook. The notebook should
be a small onz with spiral or binding in the top. The paper inside should be
lined. The calendar you will need should be a gmall affair. Those little
calendars your insurance company gives out all ycar rouid, printed on small
pieces of cardboard, are ideal, Some of these types come with several years
printed on thz same card., If this is the case, 50 much the better. Cet
several of these if you can, since you will undoubtedly misplace or loce one
sometime during the year.

Now we will suppose you are going to cover Tittle Abner. YTou are look-
ing for missing days, aad let'!'s assume the last day you've clipped aad filed
was 10-28, Cctober Z0th. PTirst write down the dats of the Tirst strip for
the year, aad draw a line under it. This tells you that it is the first one
from the year you have, and that any items before that date arc needed.

e'l]l assume for convenience sgke that you begin collecting on the first day
of the year, 1--], and that you are checking over 1963, HNow look taru your
strips ia chronological order, checking the numbered date:. When you come
to a gan, let's say, 1-15 and the next strip is 1-17, look over your caleii-
dar. If the missing day, 1-1{, happens to fall on a Sunday, you have no
vorries and can continve on., I, however, the calendar schows that 1-16 came
on some other day than munday, then write the number date 1--16 down on a line
in your rotebook, Co bthru the entire year in this mander, Tt's a good idea
to put each uentii's missing dates on a separate liue,

shis way, whanever you go to 1ake up
the missiag dates, each month's miss-
ing numbsrs will staipd out sharp and
clear, saving you a littls time,

‘Then you coine to the most current
strip, which ia this case is 10-i5,
wirits it dowa too, and draw a line
under it. This shows that 10-2G is
the last strip you have filed and in-
dixed. When you go to index the
strips next tims, you will know to be-
gin with 10-25 instead of having to
plow thru the whole stack again. ILa-
cideutally, this example here contails
the rumbers I myself nced for "Attle
Abner, aad T could use these numbers
if you happen to have them in dupli-
cate

tha «FF Dbeside some aumbers means
you have the strip but need a -
vretter copy.




“toring the things is yet another problem. & word of wariniug from oae
who has learned it the haré wayv; don't store your strips out in the open air.
is T have mentioned, newspaper stoclk can become yellowed and brivtle in an
astonishingly shert tim:, If you lzave your collection out in the opsa zir,
yvou are aslizz for trouble.

IT you have the space; about the best method I've ever heard of is to
file your collection ir drawers. This regquires you appropriatiag an unused
draver in a bureau or cabinet somewhere. The: you should cut aad fit togsther
a series of cardboard partitions, ~ot unlike the separators uscd to keep glass
jars apart in the packing case, o.ly larger. Make the space inside each prarti-
tion a little larger thaa the sizec of a comic strip, leaviag about one finger's
width on both horizontal aand vertical sides. This is done so that you can take
the strips out of the partition with ease, otherwise you'll have to tear your
owa set of separators apart just to get &t your collection. Oue year's worth
of each strip is fitted down into these boxes. Zome people feel added protec-
tion ig givea Ly placing a piece of old newspaper cut the samz size as the
strip over the top, to protect the face of the uppermost strip.

Tiling cabinets, boxes aad chests work almost as well as drawers. If you
alisolutely can't find the space elsevhere, and must keep the strips in the
open air, T sugpgest that you place them iasidec a bookcase or the like, where
they will at least have some protection. You should never staple your strips
betueen cardboard covers, as some Burroughs collectors are prone to do with
daily Tarzan., To me, this is senseless rmtulation of good comic strips, with the
no added dividend in protection, The same troubles I mentioned alout the scrap-
book idea can apply hers also. If you want comic strips bound, wo to the local
sookbinding shop aud discuss the problem with them.. They may want to apply some
light paste to attach thz strips to a firm backing hefore giviag them really
adequate and profussional covering. Amateur work invites trouble,

tn filing Suadsy strips. sgaln, a wargin is especially important. Jou
should also remember that “unday strips come in thres sizes, 'There are the
regular two line strips, the three liners (and sometimes four and {ive liners,
but ouly with Dict [racy, Dlondie, Terry and the Pirates and "ittle Orphan
4mie), and the =so-called 1littls full page size, or tabloid., There are no sucn
thi~ps as full pace strips anymore. Priace Valiant is the only full page strip
being published ia the Usited States today. rthosz other “full page® items arc
tdabloid size, the size of the weekly comic sectioas you can'fiad in most drug
stores.,

Remcmber when collecting “usday strips thabt you want the most complete
strip available. This mcens,ideally, the three line jobs, Three line strips
contain every single panel and word the artist crcated for that particular
aunday. The standard two liners eliminate the top line, e2ad although this
scldom sffccts the story contcat noticeably, perfectionists will, of course,
waat the other lirz, Tebloid size is almost as good as the tiwrse line, vhey
leave ont culy one tiny panel, It should be noted here that the half-page or
tabloid pase size of Priace Valiant coitains exactly the same number of
pa=~ls as the full page. The size of the strip has mercly becn photo reduced,
T have never beau able bo understaid why the other Sunday strips werc Lon thoto
radiiced and offered in the full threc lives also, but almost no Awmerican news-
paper does this.
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Filing the “uanday papers cait 'be a problen. 'There are auvout as neday
different ways of doing it as therc are eollectors. Cine fan hangs the

‘whole Sunday ssctions on coat hangers and files ia an unused closet, ‘while

another person collects strips with titles he nceds oa both sides of the
paper. [ have always felt that a “unday strip collectorr should obtai: a
separate copy of each title he collects, “The filing of items o: both sides
of a shzet ca- Decoine uabelievably eomplex, Saving entire comic sections is
a space coasuming proposition. I, myself, cut only the titles that I need
and save, and place =zach title in a manila folder, Of course, the strips are
largsr than the stardard size manila folder z2:d overlap the edgos,  but all
T'm trying to do is keep =y Priace Valiants from mixinmg in with my Little
Jbners and thosc from the Terry's aand so oa. I place a year's worth im cach
folder, a:d stack the folders flat, oue on top of the other. 'The vhole stack
I keep ir a filing cabinet, stild flai. It's pot the world's best system,
but it kecps things neatly ia order. You may want to experiment around and
digscover a method thal suits your own storage situation best,

One should always be oa the lookout for special Sunday ztrips, The
weekly tabloid comic vages which vou can buy in most aay drug store ofven
faature such special arrangements. When the last WYCity newspaper strike
was over, all of the comic strip artists put out special sections with their
respective cheracteors offeriag congratulations, Special comic Christmas
ereetingn from the various characters are not unusual either, A few months
ago, Dick Tracy and Jr. weat out with a special three line advernture to
interest young people i. newspaper careers., Ultra-completists will waat to
kesep such things. They add depth to your collection, but otherwise, they ar:
w0t particularly essential.

Now thoor, let'!'s go tack to the provlem of missing strips. These are a
thorr i1 the side of all completists. There are several ways one can avoid
the problem. ifter the deadly deed is doac, you will have to search out a
replacemzat paper from somewhere, lHost everyone has an aunt, a: uacle, grand.-
parents, cousins oi the like who live in the country, and/or keep thuir old
nevspapers for several mo.rths before buraing them, It's a good idea to pay
regular visits to such pcople, and trowse thru these old stacks, ¥You will not
only be able to ©ill in many sissicg dates, but you will acquire valuable dup-
licates, about which we'l! discuss later,

‘hen, too, school and commuaity paper drives are a bargain bascement,
“ou should always %> an enthusiastic and willing worker when 1t comes o paper
drives, 'The chances are you cair get what you azed for free. TIf not, offer to
pa; aore thas: the paper is worth at the repulping plant if you can sort taru
the stack aad pull the things you need. The total cost of this should be
about a quarter, certainly no more than fifty ceata,

I ikewise, the Salvation srmy has old neyspapers. They s~l11l them ia
burdles for more than vou could geu selliny the =ane buadles to a paper ri-
pulping plant. The thing to do here is to offer to pay doubls; or eveu
triple the weight value of the material you want, providiig you are allowed
to prowl thru the.papars asd take vhat you waat, You might cxplain ia devail
that vou an> a conic strip collector who is ilaterested only in the comic pages
(few other peoyile are), " The total cost will be very simall, even at triple
cost value, and it is often possible if you are successful, to stumble across
rare {inds, papers from naiy years gone oy,




Some people like to try the paper repulping plants, However, thesce
places are more interested in getting the newspriat usader the grindery than
satisfying collectors, so dom!'t expect mLcH there, Another good bet, if jyou

want to spaad money, is to try the local newspaper, Almost all Aewspaners
Feop a tremendous stock of hack issues. If your local newspaper is uvnaware

of 1%, try the firm that prints the paper. <Sometimes the front office doesu't
know all the aspects of the back one. But the price is going to bz high. In

‘asnville aay papsrs over one year old cost a dollar a copy. Past 19)5; the
price increases another dollar for each year further back. ‘this is ridicuvlcus
By explaining that you want ouly the comic strips yvou can probably dicker and
Yhock the price dowa considerably, sisice very few people buy old papers. TIf
the paper compaay doesia't sell the stuff to vou or somebody else, they!'ll have
to use it for re pulpln at almost no profit

Dut the vest thing to do is, when 211 other methods fail, to resort to
casier ways, nanely, thru a dealer or thru a fellow collector. Collectors
should alweys keep duplicate material for just such occasions. You con trade
some of your duplicates off to a collector for some of his and hoth of you will
have [Illed ia gaps in your collection. You can, of course, work thri a dealer,
Jut collectors ar:z warned to view all dealers zs first cousins to Simon Tescree,
and not to turn to them except as a dire last resort.

Jetter than this is not to miss any strips, 4And the way to accomplish
this happy ideal, is to insure yourself of many duplicate copies, primarilsy -
the method I mentioned last issue in Notez. Many towns have siall colleges,
braiach libraries and cther schools whichk “UbSClee to a number of newspapers,
but dou't have the place to store them, isk around at these placez. 1If iwvdsed
they throw the papers auay, explain that vou collect comic strips, and ask i7
the litrarian will save the old papers Tor you uatil the end of each week. You
caa stop in aad pick vp the vhole bundle, TIf the library people have 10 objec-
tions, you can sort the papers.right on the spot, pulliag out the comic pages,
and disecarding the remaining paper at some conmvaiieat garbage can outside.
This will not only orovide you with eimough duplicate copies of sirips you col-
leet to imsure you never having a gap, but it will also offer brand new stiipn
to you which vour local nﬁxswaper does not carry, You may want to collect many
of these, and you'll he gsetting thewm for FREE,

3

Collectors should always keep duplicqtes of everythiag they save. Dunli-
cates shovld also be kept in good order. This is esseatial unless you wa
vour whole system to fall into wwanage blc disrepair. At first most faus De-
gin by keepiag an uslinmited number of duplicates of' everything they collect,
But the time comss when space problems become apparent, aad the fan realizes
hat he must drav a liae sonevhers, I, myself, keep four duvplicate copies of
the dailies, and an wilimited number of duplicate Sunday strips. This is be-
cauvse Zundey strips are rarer i the loag run than deilies, A persoa cen fol-
lowr Lhe story pretty well by just reading the Sunday editions, vhareas i%
reguires a vast aumber of daily strips to keep up withithe play of events.
Certair w=pecial” sfrips are worth more to me thar others, and so I keep an w-
iimated supply of these also,

The first set of duplicates should be the most cowplete, the second the
next wost completc and so on down the line. Some people maks it a point to
index their duplicates and £ill in the gaps just as they do their rcgular
collection, To e this is a waste of time and effort. The main reasoa ou
arzs kzeping duplicates is to trade them off eventually for material vou wanu
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or need, so why tother? If you happea to come across some free newspapers
while £illing in the gaps of your main collectiocn, and can fill in a few gaps
in your duplicate setz, well and good; otherwise, I wouldn't bother.

Hext comes the problem of what, exactly, to collect, (f course you lkaow
pretty much what you war*, probakly niost of. these are appeariag in.your new:-
paper already. But there are certain other strips which you may begin to desire,
which are not found in your local paper. 4and to get these you are going to have
to arrange & trade with some other collector. By the same token, there are .aany
very good strips runving in your paper which you probably have no use for. By
saving these on a regular basis begianing right now, vou accumulate a good set
of trading material which will get you other strips you do want. Then, too, as
the Urge progrcsczes, you will find your horigons will broadei: out. Strips you
woulda't look twice at last year suddenly become your perscnal favorites. And
if you have been saving that strip all aleng you will have a valuable and
interesting addition to your regular collection, Many a fan who saved a strip
to trade it away found himsell so involved with it that hz kept it as a regu-
lar item,

T classify strips according to story quality and artwork, Triple A strips
are those which just about everybedy wants aid tries to collect, This iacludes
such items as Prince Valiant (generally conceded to be the most artistically
perfect comic strip available), Tarzan, Maadrake, Flash Gordon, Brick Bradford,
illey Qop (daily, the Sunday is a very inferior strip), Rip Kirby and Superman.
Superinan these days reprints stories taken from the comic books, yet it still
remains a favorite with many people.

Doutle 4 strips are those which appeal to many people, but aot as many as
Triple A typc. Included in this batch would be such items as Dan Flagg, Rick
“'Shay, Terry aad the Piratss, Gordo, FLittle Abaer, Peanuts, Pogo, BC, Secret
agent Corripasn and others,

After this comes your own personal favorites.

Tf you are a forward looking young collector, you might ‘decide to clip
every strip from your newspaper, except for some of the humorous ones, like
‘ancy, which nobody seems to want, This is a good policy, siice almost every
strip is collected by somebody, sometime. But as always, space is likely to
be a determining factor, and so it might be well to restrict yourself to cer-
tair sure winaers, The fact that you may uot care about a cartain etrip should
aot stop yon from collecting it.  Save these strips, thoy will pay you divi-
dends in the future,

In general, strips with a continued story line are the most popular,
All science fietion strips should be collected regardless of their type or
quality, They are winners each and all, Historic adventure, and high adven-
ture featuring service men or daring reporters, such as Terry and. the Pirates,
Stzve Canyon, Stecve Roper and the like are usuvally good bets alge., #11 truc
detective strips are also winners, Almost every comic strip character battles
criminals sometime:-or the other, the true detective strip deals with a police
officer or private detective. Dick Tracy and Kerry Drake are ratheér well
distributed, but Jere Wolf and others of the same type should be clipped.
Feminine strips are a problem, and therz 1s no set rule on them, I collect
Brenda Starr and Apt. 3-C wvhile various other fans collect various other
feminine strips. @ut the problem will be finding someone to take them off your
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hande if you, yourself, have no real interest in the character. The pedestrias
neo—adventure feminine characters such as lary Worth are straignt losers.  Don't
waste your time with themn. Westerns are yet asother emiga. There are so fev
wasterns these days that it @i ht bec a good idea to save sveryone you come across.
here 1s a small but determised group of collectors who are interested in them,
myself included. Certain off--trails humor and satire strips are always good. Iu-
2luded among this group are Gordo, Little Abner, EC, Peanuts, Pogo and various
others. Whenever a new strip suddenly pops up in your paper, begin cutting it.
Clip 1t for at least the first two weeks, and preferably for a mouth or two,
Chances are that this new strip, whatever type it may be, is brand new, and by
clipping the strip immediatelyy you have obtained the first weeks of it. These
i1l make goocd trade items Lo other collectors who begin at a later date,

A certain amount of saving for' trade purposes rust be done by pure guess-
work. iobody can say for sure that any, save the Triple A strips, are going
to maks gpood trade items, Some of these that I've already mentioned probably

o

would make fine trade bait, but there's always the possibility that you may nave
to wait years before trading them off. There are certain sitrips you simply Lave
to play by ear. I get hunches to collect certain things now and again, and so
far I've been lucky, I've always guessed correctly. But it is a tricky busiancss
ead vour own judpemznt is your best guide.

J¥, mow now do you get rid of the duplicates and trad: items. The best
way is to get in contact with a few other collectors, or you can work thru a
collecting “house’, 4 "House" is made up of an individual who has wide and
varied comic strip wants, and who is willing to act as middle man for other fans
in order to get what he wants. His files are usually expansive or else he has
access to a wide number of current strips, The McCGeehans have been operating
as a comic strip “house’ for some months now, and receatly I've bteen in much
the came sitvation, If you do not know any other collectors, the bent bet 1s
to contact cuch a person and 1zt him take cace of the ground work for you. In
addition to listiag what vou want to pet rid of and vhat you have in iacomplete
dvplicate, you should also Jist the other strips in your paper available for
trade, the ones you don't want; in other words. Usually come sort of satis-
factory trade arrangement can te made.

& few morc thnings you might be interested in. Comic strips somctimes find
themselves reprinted in hard or paperback books. There arc dozens loose in
your local bookstore. Thers are three hardback Pogo broks, plus aumerous paper-—
back ones. eanuts has been milking this market for years, as has Deniis tie
menace, Hal Foster's Prince Valiant aud The Medieval Castle have all ceen hard-
back publieation in the past, as with Caniff's Miss Tace, under the title of
MATT CAlT,.. There have been several Al Capp btooks, with the first really eifec-
tive hardcover- collection of ILittle Abner to come out irn February of 1964, appcar-
ing simultaneously in hard and paper covers, If you are interested in workiig
up a good colloction of older strips without having to trade or accurulate older
strips, these are good bets, The best thing to do is to check with your loecal
store and sece what he haz on hand or can ordér for you,

Comic strip collecting should be an inexpensive fun hobby. Some people
insist on subscribing to various out of town newspapers which contain good
sbripz. Right off hand I don't have a spmplete list of papers carrying Triple
L strips, but if enough of vou ask, I'll run it next round. So, you have it,
i hope this 1ittle Lit hac helped out in some way, and happy collectiig.

(L
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FOR SU#DAY STRIP CO™1.ZECTICRS

By Rick Durell

Tor years, . have bee: lookiang around for an inexpenzive, eaczy, and less
time consuming way to protect and display my Sunday strip collection aad ctil
keecp their tradiag and resale value,

Tl've looked into presentation albums at office supply aad stationary
storos and have fouid these to be too expensive for a collector who ccllects
meay different Sunday titles. TIf you have your strips btound, the backside
wvill have a different title or maybe some ads which detract from the over-
all appearance, If you paste your strips in serapbooks, not only is it time
consuning and messy but your strip resale value (or trade) is lost. <

I feel that many of the ecarly 20's, 30's, 40's, 50's and even many of
today'!s comic strips are really beautiful and a work of art but because of
the many protlems esicountered in displaying them, many people are reluctant
to take up strip collecting. For this reason, I would like to pass on the
perfect solution for attractive strip display.

Por years now, comic took collectors have been using polyethylene tags
(plastic) to protect their comiec books. I found out you can get these
plastic bags i many sizes from most paper companies, For tabloid:s, half
and third size Sunday pages, you can order-12" x 16" (type 300) plastic
tags which come in lots of 100 for around $1.50 or less. For full page
“unday strips, you can order the 24" x 16¥ tag in lots of 200 for %35.00,
(The plastic bags have to be bought in lots so if a person does not need
100 or <00 bags, you can go in with another collector to buy them.) Next
you. go to an art -~upply store and buy some thin blotter-type cardboard (like
the cardtoard that comez in aew shirts or shirt: you get back from the
laundry) for five cents per sheet and cut to the size of the plastic bags.
‘These sheets of cardboard are available in black and maybe one or two other
colors. The different colored cardboard makes an interesting border for
your strip backing in the plastie bags.. You now have the perfect display
and protector holder for your strips (dailys can also be displayed ia this
wvay) at a cost of approximately four cents for tiro Sunday strips which can
be placed in each holder. .ust 3lip the strips into the bags, one on each
side of the cardtoard, and because of the rough surface of the blotter-
type cardboard, the strips stay Securely in place, ‘lithout any mess, you
have an attractive and inexpensive cover that not only makes them easier
to handle but they stack anicely in these evein size holders.

If you want to go even further, you can have boxe:z made (inexpensive)
to fit the plastiec holders and deep enough tc hold one or two of whatever
the preference of years of your strip rua, Then put the title and years on
the ovtside of the box and store them avay knowing that your pages are well
protected from light, air and whatever, plus they are easy to pull out for a
look - see whea you please.

Not haviig your strips hound in albums is nice in many. ways. With a-
album youy have to lay it on a flat surface to .enjoy looking through it.
With the Eages in folders many peoplse can look at your run of strips at
the same time. Also, if you want to lean back on your bed or in a chair
to read your strips, it's much easier to pick up one folder thaa to pick up
the whole album,

Sne last thought, I can't emphasize enough how well this holder works for
Sunday strips. Otrips are hard to handle without tearing them, yet alone tri-
ing to move them from one place to another. 3ut the best thing of all i how
really well they fit and lock in these folders, Try and see il you doa't agree.




COTIECTING SU¥DAY COMIC STRIPS
By Richard “mall

While this article will deal with “unday comic strips, some mention should
be made of daily comic strips. First of all, daily comic strips are harder to
collect because they come ia different sizes. While height is measured in stand-
ard (ruler) inches in daily comic strips, width is measured in columns. 4 column

is 1-7/® inchec wide and deily comic strips occur in a wide variety of sizes rang-

ing from 1-5 columns wide and 13-/% inches tall.

The two types of daily comic strips are panels and strips. ‘Strips are usual-
ly 4 columns wide and 1 7/8 - 2 1/2 inches tall. Most syndicates offer many of
their atrips in 5 columns wide size and some papers reduce a 4 columns wide strip
to 3 columas wide, but these sigzes are not widely used. The 5 columns wide strips
range from between 2 1/2 - 3 1nches tall and the 3 columns wide :trips range from
between 1 1/2 ~ 2 inches tall. The difference in the heights is'a.result of
the preferences of the syndicates, Thus, one syndicate may offer its strips in
a size 4 columns wyide by 2 inches tell, while another symrdicate may cffer its
strips in a size 4 columns vide by 2 1/2 inches tall..

One bad aspect of dallv strips is that the strip you plan te collect (say,
Rip Kirby) is printed by various newspapers at all 3 sizes, If the paper you
were getting carried.Rip Kirby as a 5 column strip and then dropped it, ‘you are
golng to have one heck of a time finding another paper that carries Rip Kirby at
that size. It would be zasier to find & paper that carries Rip Kirby as a 4.
colum strip, but if you're a perfectionist, that just won't do. Another prob-
len could arise when trading (through thec mail) with another collector. This col-
lector might not sitate the size of the strip he's trading you, while you would
naturally assume what he sends you would be the size of the strips you collected.
For instance, you might be collecting Tarzan in the 4 column wide size and are
traded 5 column wide strips.Besidés being different 917e;, this could throw your
whole storage and display system out of
kilter (dapﬁnd;ng upon what your stor-
age ¢nd display system consisted of). .
S0, ~o aveid possible misunderstandings
alva's be sure to find out the
size of the strip you're trading for.
f pE“SOﬁ with whois youlre trading
doeJn‘t know anything about columns
(thogh h2 sheuld) and you don't want
to t ke the time to =xplain the sys-
tem "o him, then ask for a width
measurem=nt in inches. ‘That, you can
conv-rt to columns easily enougn
(remomber one colurm squals 1 7/3
inches).,

The other type of daily comic
strip is the panel. The most common
painel size is 2 coluras wide and
3% - /# inches tall. The other
penel sizes (not including editorial 7
ca:tuonu) are the on: column wide et SN
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penel and 3 columns wide panel, Cnly a very few sirips are offered at one
column wide size and these-strips' wvary from 1-4 inches in height. Panels
offered in 3 columns wide size are also very few in number and are usuelly
3-5inches tall{Hatlo's They'll do it Every Time, for instance). Tortunately,
most panel strips will come in only one size so you don't have to worry about
different sizes as much as you have to with strips. However, some panels
are offered at 2 differeat sizes and it is safer to find out the size of the
panel you are trading for,

One generally expects all daily comic strips to appsar on the comics
page, but this isn't always the case., 3ome strips will appear only on’
wyomen's page (The Alumnae, while other strips will appear onlycn the sports page
(Mac Divot, Ladies Dey), or in other sections of the paper. It is also im-
portant to note that some papers have a habit of carrying regular comic
strips scattered throughout the paper, because they doz't have enough rcom
for them on the comics page.

COLOR DAILYS

A new dimension in daily comic strip collecting has besn opened due to
the addition of color to the daily comics page. Several of the nation's
largest papers are now carrying some or all of their daily comics in full
color, 'thile color comic strips are theoretically better than black and
vhite strips, there are a few drawbacks. Quite often, the color printing
is "off' such that each color "strays' far over its borders.,

At eertain times, the color printing itself is poor and the color of a
character's face may change from pink one day to dark orange the next. If
you specialize in collecting color strips and the paper. you're getting drops
a certain strip, the chances of finding another newspaper that carries that
strip in color are very slim indeed, Probably, you'd have to content your-
self with collecting black and white dailys (of that strip) after that.
Though color comic strip colleeting is more hazardous, it can also be more
rewvarding.

is far as T have been able to determine (having checked with Editor
2 Publisher among others), there are only 2 papers which print most or all
of their daily comicz in full color. These are the Zt. T.ouis Post Dispatch
and (The Cocoa Beach) Todsy  1/hile the Post Dicpateh has better color
printing, Today carries more adventure strips. inyone-considering collect-
ing color dailys should order several copies (5 or 6 - not just one) of one
or both of these papers before sibscribing. i few copies of each color
daily newcpaper will give a good range of the quality of the color printing
and cach collector may decide if it comes up to his standards or not. A
listing of the strips each paper carries, plus subscription rates may be
found at the back of this issuz. While I was able to find only 2 newspapers
that carry most of their daily comies in full color, there could be one or
two T missed. Tn any event, there undoubtedly will be more in the future
as offset printing becomes morc popular.

Incidentally, not all newspapers are published seven days a week. Some
small town papers are published only six days a week (usually skipping
caturday) and .carry the daily comics for Saturday in the Sunday edition.-
These papers usually don't carry any Sunday comics (a few do) and instead,




substitute the daily comics in thzir place, lany small towns are not large
enough to support a daily newspaper, btut may have a paper that is published
once a weel., However, these weekly papers rafely carry any comic sirips
(the Kaplan Herald and Capital Cannon are exceptions) and .are unimportant to
comic =trip collectors. a

SUNDAY STRTPS

Most Sunday comic strips’ are dravsn so that they would take up one-half
page (1% x 14") in a Sunday camic section and are referred to as 1/2 page
strips. Usvally when a strip is drawa in this fashion, it has three horizon-
tile rows of pancls (a few have four). However, most nevspapers print osly a
few comic strips &t this one-half page size, Instead, the newspapers carry
most of their strips with the top row of panels cut off, thus reduciag the
overall size of the strip from one-half to oae-third page. By usiag one-third
page size comic strips (instead of one-half page size strips), a paper can
squeeze more comic strips into its Sunday comic section (more variety) with-
out increasing ths number of pages (thus saving itself the cost of printiag
extra pages of comice). All theé syndicatss provide most of their strips in
a variety of sizes (1/2, 1/3, 1// page, etc...) and the newspaper simply
chooses the size it wanta, The syndicate then prints the strips on forms
(either matts or proofs) and sends them to the newspaper, who use: them to
print up the comic sections,

“iace newspapers carry most of their strips at one-third page size, the
strips arz usually written so that no important part of the story (or gag if
it's a humor ctrip) is presented in the top row of the one-half page strip.
That way, the person whé reads the one-third page vercion of the strip woa't
miss aanything important.

Tn a Yfew cases, the syndicates won't cut off the upper row of panels be-
cause this would srcriocusly damage the strip's continuity and will supply the
strip to neuspapers only at oae-half page size. Strips wvhich fall iato this
category are Children's Tales, Rible Story (mostly text), Terry and the Pirstes
and the Uaiverse (mostly text). Thus, if a newspaper wanted to carry aay of
these strips, it-cculd print them only at one-half page size.

Besidcs the four “trips mentioned above; there are others that would-suffer
damage in contiauity, if the top rov of paasels were to be cut off. Howevar,
these ctrips have thelir panels reduced and/or” rearranged and/or cropped, until
the panels f£it into a one—-thifd ‘page size strip., Vhile some-of the ctrips
which are reduced in this favhion have all of their original panels (that were
in the one-half page format), there are othars which will te missing a minor
panel., This results from the fact that the change from one-half page to onc-
third page is handled in differcit ways (Li'l ibuner is just reduced, wvhile
Dondi is reduced, rearranged and cropped). Strips which fall into this cate-
gory are: Blondie, Dick [racy, Lorndi, Li'l ibner, Little Orphan Annie, Mary
Perkins and Steve Canyon, Uhtil recently, Dick Tracy was never dropped bclow
1/2 pege size, but starting in February cf 1970, the strip has been supplied to
papers at both 1/2 and 1/3 page sizes. However, a large majority of the news-
papers still (and probably will) continue to carrxy Dick Tracy at 1/2 page size
for =ome time to come. How long this proetice will continue though , is another
guestios.

(L]
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The last full page strip still beiang publishzd today is Prince Valiant,

However, only a few papers are willing to print Prince Valiant at fulli page
size (22" x 14"), so the panels of the strip are reduced, rearranged aad W

cropped, until they. can comfortebly fit oa one-half page size, The. croppiig,
while talking large chunks out of some penels, really isn't noticeable uanless
you have the different sizes to compare, Cesides being priated at full aand
1/2 page ‘sizes, Prince Valiart is also printed at a 2/3 page size (taking up
the space of 2 one-third page strips and measuriung 14" x 14 ). However, oaly
a very few papers print the strip at this size, and the only paper to do so

in this index is The Sen Francisco Exdminer and Chronicle. The Asbury Park
Sundey Preas is the only paper in this index which priats Prince Valiant at
full page size. Priace Valiant is also one of the few strips (like Children's
Tales aad Terry and the Pirates) which is not dropped below ore-half page,

There is yet a third alternative to the "Will it be one-third page or
one-half page" problem, [wo different strips are draun to collectively take
up one-half page. .0f these two strips, one is the main strip and takes up
two rows (oae-third page), while the other is a filler strip and takec up
only one row, the bottom row. When the paper decides to run the strip as a
one-third page ctrip, the filler strip is dropped. And when the strip is to
be run at one-half page size, the filler strip is not cut off and both
strips are printed. A couple of strips which are produced in this fachion
are (the filler strip is in parenthzses); Gasoline Alley (T.ittle Srother Hugo),
Moon Mullins (¥itty), Smoky Stover (Spooky) and Up Anchor (Vater Lore).

and last, but not least, some strips are not even drawn to one-half page
<ize, but are instead dram as one-third page strips. No filler strip is
produced aloag with the one-third page strip, so this strip will never take
up more than one-third of a regular Sunday comic page. Some of the strips
waich fall into this category and taks up ouly one-third of a page are; Jer: y's
Droida “teer. The TMliberties, Let!s Sew, Little Todine, Pattern FArty,

‘ociety, Smitty, Trudy, and Wiggs Wickle,
F —————




¢ne consistent strip format that hasn't been discussed yet is the horigzon-~
tal one-quarter page strip(5" x 14%). In this format, the panels to the one-
half page strip are reduced and rearranged (omitting one minor panel) so that
they forim two horizontal rows of panels which take one-quarter page. this
format, irhile consistent, has not been widely used. Only a few newspaper:z
carry such strips and those that dc, print only a couple of strips et 1/4 page
size, while printing the rest at 1/2 and 1/3 page size, However, the HEA
Syndicate is participating ia an experiment in which four "select' 1/2 page
strips are reduced to 1/4 page size, Thzse 4 strips (Berry!s Yorld, Dorn
Loser, Short Ribs and Eek and Meek) arc printed on a sheet which is sold to
newspapers that want to carry all / strips. The comic section is printed from
the cheets and all 4 strips are printad on one page. NEA also distributes
theae four 1// page strips at 1/2 page and 1/3 page sizes and not just at 1/4,
page cize. Come of the other large syndicates offer a couple of their strips
at 1// pags size,but have made o real eifort to promote them at this size az
NEA is doing. Tf the NEA cxperiment is suecez:ful, some other syndicatea may
follow suit aad we may be seeing more 1// page strips.

As an extra service, most nsuyspaper syndicates rearrange the panels of
their Sunday strips in tabloid form. Strips are prianted in either full-page
tabloid (14" x 11') or one-half page tabloid (7" x 11'). Not many newspapers
carry ctrips at tabloid size and the only neuspaper in this listing that does
is*the an Francisco' Exsminer and Chroniele. flalf of the strips this paper
carries are printed in tabloid format aad the other half are-printed at s~tand-
ard (normal) size, ilso, a syndicate may rearrange the panels to a 1/3 page
strip like Winnie Winkle in 1/2 page tabloid format. Don't mistake this for
1/2 page standard strip because it isn't,

ATNFRTISTHG

In order to ease the cost of printiang a Sunday comic section, some papers
will accept advertising (usually from national firms - sometimes from local)
in their Sunday comic sections. As this advertising tends to be sporadic, the
amount of advertising in a Sunday comic section will vary from Sunday to Sun-
day, .This sort of thing is a headache for a Sunday comic strip collector, be-
cause the schedule of comics has to be arranged to complement the amcunt aid
type of advertisiug. TFor example, one week, ji Sunday comic zection may carry
one and one-half pages of advertising; the aext week - two pages of ad:z; the
following week, just one page., Unfortunately, a paper that carries a fluctuat-
ing amount of advertising will likely have some fluctuations in comic strips
also., “omc of the possible results are listed below:

(1) Turing light advertising, the newspaper may carry several one-
half page strips. During heavy advertising, scme of thece
strips will be reduced to one~third page (by having the top
row of panels cut off).

(2) Certain strips will be deleted during a peried of heavy
advertisiag and reinstated when the advertising is lighter,

(3) Ixtra pages are added to the Sunday comic section to take care
of the exlra advertising. When the amount of advertising is
smgll, the extra pages are deleted., [n a comic section that

-
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hat a fluctuating mumber of pagss, the chances are
that several of the ctrips will be of irregular sizes
at one time or another.

How nice it would be if all the ad= were of the same sizz a: the one-half
or one-third page strip (you could simply substitute the ad for an uapopular
comic strip - no problem at all), Frequently, the ads are designed to be a
certain size and fill a certain space, btut the space needed for the ad is not
the same one that could be made by deleting the one-half or one-third pagc -
strip., Since the ads aren't going to be rearranged to fit an available spacs,
the comic strips will have to be rearranged to fit the space that is left
after the ad is printed. O0ften this involves the reduction and/or rearrangc-
ment of comic strip panels. Thus, the comic strip is printed in an 'irregular!?
form., The most recurrent of these irreguler forms are listed below:

(1) Qae-Half Page Vertical: 4An average iewspaper Sunday comic full
page measures 22" x 147, In this format the panels are not re-
duced, merely rearranged, so that the one-half page verticel
strip measures <27 x 7",

(2) One-Half Page "Upside Down 'L'": The panels are not reduced.
The first tuo rous are printed as they normally would be in
the standard one-half page strip. The third row of panels
is printed vertically on the laft-hand side of the page.
This irregular size i1s so named because it resembles at
upside down 'L' and not because the strip is printed upside
dovm,

(3) Que-Third Pagec Vertical: The panels to the one-half pagz
strip are reduced, rearrainged and cropped until they fit
in a space meaduriag 14" x 7%. This format is quite
similar to the one~half page vertical format. .

Cae importdnt thing to remember atout irregular forms is that they never
appear on a regular basis. A strip may appear in an irregular form four or
five times a year and appear in a regular forn (say one-third page) the
rest of the year. TUorse yet, the irregular forms ar:a't consistent,. One
time the ctrip may be printed at one-half page vertical; the next time one-
half page tupsid= doun L"; and the following time, one-third page vertical.
Incidentally, there are other irregular forms which I haven't listed here,
However, these ars not common enough to meke it worth the effort (or
space) it would take to list them. Just kesp in mind that there are other
irregular sizes.

TYPES QF SUIDAT SECTIONS

Generally speaking, there are three categories of Sunday comic sections
wnen they are defined in terms of the amount of advertising they carry.
They are:

(1) No Advertising: As the title implies, these Sunday comic
sections carry no advertising and have very stable comic
scetions, ot only do these papers carry the saine strips
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(2). Little advertising: These
comic zections carry O-1
page of advertising per
wveek and will have three or
four uastable comic (irreg-
ular or periodie) strips,
The rest of the comic strips
will probably be stable,
though.

(3). rch idvertising: Papsrs
falling in this category
have the most fluctuating
comic strins. Papers in:
this category carry 1-4
pages of ads per uveck. A
Znnday sectioa that carries
a large amouat of adveriis-
ing will probably have several periodic strips and sevoral
“irregulari size Stﬁlpq, not to mention a feu strips that

jump baclk between cne-half and one-third page sizes (as
=xplained previously). ~his typo of paper will have the
largest number of irrdeular and periodic strips.

However, some papers which do carry & highly fluctuating amount of advertis-
ing, try to kcep their Zunday comic sections as stable as possible. The Yash-
ington Post frlls into this category, for instead of changing the sizes of a lot
of ztrips to meet the amount of advertising, the Post has several part-time
(periodic) strips which it drops when there is heavy advertising and carries when
the advertising is lights, Thus, it is able to prianl most of its strips at a
certain sizc on a regular basis,

UN DERSTANDING THIS INDE:

SIRIP_ARBREVIATIONS

“ome comic strip titles are auite long and printing them in full would take
up too much spaece in this index. ©So, some of the longer ones will be shortened
or abbreviated. Felow is-a listing of the Litleswvhich are affected. The
actual title is listed first and the abbreviation follows the actval title:

v

1. 2arney Coogl: and Sauffy “mith Sauffy “mith

2. Jrlaglng Up Father Erlng Up Father
3, 2uz Jauver, fsaturing his pal, fosco Sweeney Buz Sawyer

’, Demnis the Menace Dennis

5. Treckles and lliz Friaads Frecklesn

&. Hatlo's They'll Do Tt Every Time They'll To It

i)
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7. Heart of Juliet Jones Juliet Tones
8, Hints from Heloise Heloise

9, Little Orphan Aanie L. ~rphan Annie
10, liandrake the Magician landrake
11, Ripley's Believe Tt or Not Ripley's
12. Steve Roper and tiike Nomad Steve Roper
13. Strange World of Mr. Munm M, bagm
14. Tales from the Great Took Great FEook
15, Terry and The Pirates Terry & Pir.
16, Walt Disney's Donald Nuck Donald Tuck
17. Walt Disney's liickey Mouse Mickey Mouse
18, Walt Disney's Scamp Scamp

19, Walt Disney'!s Treasury of Classic Tales Disney's Tales
20. Yalt Disney's Uncle Remus (Brer Rabbit)  U:zcle Remus

This index will not only list which strips a newspaper carries, but also
the page size of the strip; which strips appear periodically, and which strips
appear in irregular formats, etc., To note the importance of this, the strips
will be broken down into several divisions, all of which are listed below.

In case a few pecple are wondering hou accurate thece strip listings are,
here are the fact:. Each paper was indexed for a period of 33 weeks aad
careful note warz made of the strips in sach Sunday comic section. All but
2 papers were indexed by me (Asktury Park Sunday Press and Clarksburg Expenent-
Telegram) and these were indexed by John MzGeehan, Tohn used the same scale
1 used and indexed his comic sections for a period of 30 week:, Therefore,
if a ~trip is listed as appearing in a certain paper at a certaia size, you
can be reasonably sure that strip still does appear in that paper and will
continue to do so, baring a format change.

FULL PAGE: Prince Valiant is the only strip printed at full page size.
2/3 PAGE: Again, only Prince Valiant will be printed this size, which
takes up 2/3 of a page.

FULT~% PAGE:Prince Valiant varies between full page size and one-half page
size depending on the amouat of advertising, The percentage
following the strip indicates hoy often the strip was printed
at full page size.

Tﬂis includes all strips which are carried in the standard one-
half page size fifty-two weeks of the year.

1 =
o PAGL:

+-1/3 PAGE: These are ctrips which are prianted at 1/2 page when the new:-
paper carries little advertising and are printed at 1/3 page
vhen the amount of advertising becomes greater, A percentage
will follow each strip and will indicate the number of times
that strip is priated at 1/2 page.

EXAMPTE:

Steve Roper (75%)

“teve Roper appears at 1/2 page size 75% of the time
Beetle Bailey (309)

and at 1/3 page size 25% of the time, Deetle Dailey
appears ia 1/2 page size oaly 307 of the time.




i collector may be faced with a dilemma if he subscribes to a paper that
carries several 1/2-1/3 page strips. The collector may feel the urge to clip
off the top row of panels.of ths 1/2 page strips to obtain an even leokiag run
of 1/3 pago strips., However, thic is not advisable because it is every col-
lector's goal to get a run of 1/2 pags strips and besides,1/2 page strips are
worth more {perhaps you could trad: for the 1/2 page ~trips you need, later).
S0, it is better to leave the 1/2 page strips alone, but if you must do. some-
thing, simply fold the top row of the panels under to obtain even edges and
in effect, a 1/3 pego strip.

+ PLGT HORT- These strips are printed consistently at one-quarter page
ZOTAL, size. :
;[3 PAGE “hese strips alternate betueen one-third and onefauarter;pﬂ{;
HONLZONTAL 2ize and are followed by a percentage wiich indicates how
A PAGE: often a strip appears in one-third page size.
EXANPTE:
St fare it (7G.%50) cpuffy Gmith is printed at one-third page size 70¢
of the time and at one-quarter page size 307 of
the time.

FULT." PAGE These strips are printed at the specified sizes,

TAELOID &
PAGE TAILOID:

TPRIGULAI 2trips which ‘appear in this category are carried every wegk, but
wvill be printed in irregular formats from time to time, A
percentage will follow each strip and will indicate how often
that strip is carried in its standard size, All 1/2 page strips
will have a 1/2 following the percentage to indicate that they

~are normally printed ax 1/2 page aad 1/3 page .strips will have
nothing following the percentage. This general criteria will

be used for periodic ntrips as well,

FSAMPL.D:
cteve Roper (75%) 1/2 Steve Roper is printed at 1/2 page size 757 of
Pogo (604) the time and in irregular form 25% of the time.
Pogo is printed at1/3 page size €0% of the time
and in irregulsr size 40% of the “time.
PFRIODIC: This includes any strips that will appear some of the time, but
will be deleted when the paper carrie: heavy advertising. TJach
‘strip will be followed by a percentage which will state how
often the strip is printed,
TX AMPT o
Toners irk (385%) Boners frk is a 1/3 page strip that is printed

85% of the time,

-
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Usually, there isn't much point in cecllecting a periodic strip unless you
can't find the strip anywhere else and hope to fill in .the gaps of your col-
lection by trading with another collector for the dates you need,

RATTIIG SCALES

Repro Ratiag: The .idea behind this
scale is similar to the scale used
vy John McGeehan, with 5 being the
highest and 1 being the lowest. The
scale tries to evaluate the quality
and clarity of color printing and

overall appearaice.

5) Excellent coloring, sharp printe—
ing aud great overall reproduction.
About the best every collector can
nope for.

4) 'Almost as good as #5 but has
some minor defects which ssts it a-
part,

3) Average. Nothing bad herz but
aothing spectacular either.

2) Coloring, printinmg is poor and
fuzzyr most of the time,

1) ‘Terrible. TForget it.

Paper Ratiig: While newsprict is a ~ow
ouality form of paper, some gradces of
neysprint are definitely superior to
others. This index will attempi to show
which papers use bettsrzrades of aeus-
print by usiang thickness (of ths newn-
print) and “Quality' as standards,

5) High grade, thick aewsprint.

4) Either thick, medium grade newsprint
or thia, high grade¢ aswsprirt.

3) Thin, medium grade newsprint.
Occasionally, the ink from one side of
the paper will show through o.: thi other
side,

2) Thin newsprint which very freouently
will have the ink on cue side show
threougih on the other side,

1) . Very.poor wewsprinst fit ounly for
wrapping fish or burning.

SAMPLE TWDEX PAGE

The top of a page in this index will be set up in the following mamaer

Fort liyers ‘ous Press

P. 0. Bux 10

L4tz Anderson Avernuc
Fort tiyers, Florida 33902

10 pe;es

Papsr- 4

The first colums is the paper's address,

0-1/2 pages of ads
Repro: 3

A11 50 state;

1 year - %10, 40
~ .6 mouths: - 5,20
3 months” -~ 2,60
.1 moath 0 -
1 copy .40

Sometines a paper will-have

2 addresses, so if you don't have rmech suecess wlith one address you might try

che other one.
in the Suncday Comies Section,

number of advercisements the paper .carries per issue.
ratings are explained elsewhere., Aad,

paper's  current subscription rates.

BACK ISSULY
large supply of baelt issues,

Ii: the sccond colure, 10 pages is the total rumber of pages
0-1/2 pagss of ads is the usual (nob average)

The paper and repro
finally, the third eolwm carries the

Most of the papers listed in this index probably doa't kscp a
While one paper may hcld back issues for oac

year, this doesn't mean thabt they will have copies of every issue that was



published during that time., Some issuves may have already bsen sold out. Thus,
if one were plaaning to order an entire year's worth of back issues, it might
be a good idea to check with the paper in question and see if they have copies
of all baclk issues.

SUBSCRIPTICN RATES: All subscriptions must be paid in advaince, Send either a
check or money order nade payable to the pepsr in question, Do not send cash or
stamps. Fowever, it is ckay to send cash if you are crdering a single issue,

btut be sure to tape any coins you serd to the letter. Otherwise, the loose

ceins will bounce back and forth eventually tearing a hole in the envelope and will
fall out, Thus, your letter will arrive minus the coins you sent. Never send
large amounts of pennies and be surc that you have enough postage on the envelope,

Some papers set their subscription rates in accordance with postal zones. The
farther away one lives (from the city in which the newspaper is published), the
nigher the cost of the cubscription. If you aren't familiar with how the postal
gone system works, call up th: local post office and ask them which zone the city
in which your paper is published,is in. If the paper you want to subscribe to

is the Chicago Trikbune, find ocut which zone Chicago iz in, If, {for example,

this is Zone 4, then the cost of a subscription will be the figuras listed for
7one 4 (in the index).

Never subscribe to a paper, based on what you have read about it in this iadex,
Order a sample copy first., Then, you can evaluate the paper for yourself and
decide if you wish to subscribe to it or not, Though I've triad to be as
accurate as possible in describing papers in this index, I realize that my
taztes and preferences may not be the same as someone else's, So, play it

zafe and order a sample copy first......you won't ke sorry.

RECOMMENDED READING: There are several publicaticons which some strip collectors
may be unaware of because they are rarely advertised. 411 of these publica-
tions make some contribution in the realm of strip collecting., All are excel-
lent and are highly recommended. However, keep in mind that this is my opinion
and my opinion alone. I can't guarantee that you 111 like them, btut merely

that I do and am recormmending them on that basis.

Carboounist PRCfiles Cartoonist PRUfiles is- a quarterly professional maga-

P. 0. Box 325 zine, which deals almost entirely with syadicated

Fairfield, Conn., cartooning. Each issue is chock full of top notch

C6430 articles about the syndicated cartoonists and the strips
they write and draw, ihe editor, Jud Hurd, besides

Gffzet/ 60 pages being a cartoconist himself (Health Capsules, Ticker

Toons), is also editor of The Cartoonist, ths offieial
magazine of the H¥ational Cartoonists Society, and knows many of the ecartoon-
ists personally. Cartoonist PROfiles is profusely illustrated and costs
32.50 per issue (or #5,00 for a /4 issue subscription). The current issue is
#7 and all back issues (except for #1 and possibly #2) should te available
for 4,50 cach. Of all the publications listed in this section, Cartoonist
Prigfiles -5 by far the most important and no serious strip collector should
be without it. If you don't already have Cartoomist PEQfiles, get it.

-



World of Comic Art The first 5 issues of orld of Comi¢ Art cover the same

P. 0. Rox 507 general area as does Cartocnist PR0files. but with more
Hawthorne, Calif, of an emphasis on cartoonists and comic stripe of the
90250 pasts World of Comic Art isn't quite as zood as
Cartoonist PiCfiles, but is still an excellent mzgzazine
Offset/ 50-60 pages and considering the scarceness of magazines devolsi to

comic stripess is well worth the maney. Rack issva: €0~
#1 - 5 are available for 32450 @ach, ¢r all 5 for 310.50, If you 2re hasituvt
about orderinz the whole set, sight unseen, I'd recommend either issue /3 o- ‘b
as a good example of what WOCA contains. Torld of Comic Art has also published
two digest-sized issues (#6 and #7),but both had verv limited prirt runs and
are noy out cof print. Only a very few copies of each issue were printed and
most of these went to libraries, rather than collectors. Both /6 and “7 catld
be called "special issues! because each was devoted to a particular subject.
rather than several tepics, as were the first 5 issues of World of Comic Art.
No§ 6 rerrinted a 1906 article "Internaticnal Wit and Humer as Lxpresesd o
Caricature" by Arthur Bartlett Maurice and carried several pages of ravroduc~
tions of early cartoon art. No. 7 was dedicated to the lonz-ruaning éailr
panel, Our Boarding House, and its main star, Major Hoople. It is indeed un-
fortunate that both issues are now out of rrint; however, jou need not riessg
future issues. Starting with #38,World of Comic Art's print run will. be in-
creased and a few copies will be set aside for collectors. In crder to get a
copy, you must send a stamped, self-addresced envelore to Mrs. Dorothy ifcGreal,
Editor and Fublisher of World of Comic Art:; Otherwise, you won‘t be able to
get a copy as only enouzh copies will be printed to cevar reguests. The
stamped, self-addrezsed envelope will be used to let you know when tha issue
is available and its price. Probable price of any future issues of iorld
of Comic Art is likely to fall between 31.75 and 32.25.

Sam!s Strip Lives \_ This one shot reprints 100 dailys from the great. 't
c/0 Mort lalker short-lived (1961-1963) comic strip, Sam®s Strip.
51 Mayo Avenue . This comic strip was done by lort alker and Jerr:y
Greenwich, Conn. Dumas and was about a comic strip charactexr (Sam)
06832 vho knew he was a comic strip character. Othor comis -
strip characters, both old and new (Xrazy Kat, Blondie,
Offset/ 56 - Happy Houlihan, etc.) would wander in and out of -Samter—- =~
6" x 9" pages Strip from time. to time. Very enjovable. Frica 1.25.
Saalfield Strip Books . .Each of these little books was published br the Sagl~
180 4™ xx D" pazes . Tield Company end each rerrinte 180 dailys of a symdi-
29¢ each - cated comic strip. Six titles have been printed

(Begtle Bailey:'Blondie, Poreye. Redeye, Tirer avd
‘Hnthrop) and these reprint 1968<1969 strips. ilever collectors., who are un-
familiar vith some of the strips, may wish to buy the Saalfield Pooks td see if
they wish to start collecting the strips regularly. Older collectors mar find
the Strip Books easier to refer to than a stack -of daily strips. In any event,
they are well worth 29¢. Though published mcre “han one vear agzo, the Strip
Boaks may still be found in most toy stores near the coloring book rack. If
local experience is anything to go d¢n, you won't be able to find the Strip Books "
in the toy departments of larse department stores, but only in stores that deal
in toys exzclusively. ;

Editor & Publisher fditor & Fublisher is a weekly, professional magazine
350 Third Avenue ' which covers everything that happens in the newsraper
Hew York, ilew York . field including the birthe, deathg and changes in

10022 " coric strips. Uniortunately, most issues of Editor




1 year Subsc. $3.00 Editor & Publisher rarely.carrieg mure thon 1 uags of
Sarple Copy $e25 wione comicg-=related . material and some dissues carry none
.o akiall. As an alternmative te -buying E & P, you aizh® T T[T 7
 iry checking with-your local libtrary to cfee if ther
have 2 subscription to it (nanv will). Itig not vecommended you buy bditor &
Publisher unlesg-you can easily afford it and don't mind uhe price. Still it
does cover everything happaering in the comic strip field. "~ -7

n

Tditor  Publicher This amnual directory is published svery July and con-
Syndicate Directory taine (ameng other things) an up-to-dote listinz of
Zae above address all currently running comic stripe. » If rou went to
keep up with the currently running conmic-strips (end
504 copy yvou should), this ic the mazazivie to got. The 3970~

directory was published ir juguset and centaines-a list-
inz of all the strips ptill runnings The strins are
listed in two places in the directory; in the Cartcons and P-nele Section-and the
O

Comic Strips Sectior. . : ; 1 6=
Heufanzles Though mostly a cemice fandc newszing,. jgjf"“jlii Q:
Don ™ IMaggie Thompson doeg carry quite a bib of news ahout ﬂb.lﬂﬂ and shrip :
8785 Hendricks Road ; related itens. Tow 1HSU.“CG, I firss “ﬂnu‘h,o~t ) T
Mentor, Chio : Saalfield Strip Boolzs and Sam'e Sggip_lee therea :
LLCEo — The nice thinr about lie _"“d;:;HLU TR ALY b
Mimeo/L=6 pazes . .schedule (currcnt nets) nd low mrice (204 rver).
Comic World Captain Georsels Comic World (%s pratiy -ell ad- !
George M. Henderson vertized, but I thini I''1 menticn it anywar) ic g
59l ilarkham Street put it simply, reprints old comic strips and selle ;
Toronto, Cntario - these rerrinue at ler pricec. So far, Capfain. f i
Canada Georze has rerrinted several ragy Xat Sundays o3 i
gome 1539 Superren deilys, and 1933 Iittle Orthﬂn T s
Offeet o vos - Annie dailye. to mertdion o for. Issues are s0ld !
Paze count and paoe 7 in,lote of 10.for $3,C0 and so fer, 30 issues have ET g iy
size varieda e + been printod.- Captain George's Wnizbang ic the

companion ariielezie to Comﬂ, .Jerld - and single

copies are available for LQ¢ each. " Comlw ewid is publiehed bi-teckly (twice

a menth) while Whizbang is publiched bl-lOnthl" .3cth are highly recommended

Grarhic Story. ¥azazine VA1l Gould srote 2id ¢réw the immonsely porular

Bill Spicer * °° "~ tRed Barry!" cofic stidp for Iing reatures Syndicate

1,878 Granagda Strost - i during the 1930tess Craphic Story Mazzzine B LS e

los Anzelesy .Calif, 3=a spe01al issue im unich Will Gouid tells his “story, TR

9CQol2 -; the story of :ihat it wee like to be =z cartocnist dur—
; Ang the turbuWe t thirties.  Wiil Gould's arpirienceoe:
nowr he starts out; how he aot Red. Borwr goings hor_hn devetoned hig ebyies all
the people he knew (Dthlell Hammett AYex Raymond. Jimny Durante and e Sulli- -
van, etc....) all this ig told in vnat hag to ba one of the most impressive maga-
zines I've ever seen. The mpzazina contninz a 40 page - nntcLJ ew wikia B3l Gould.
and has 10-15 pages of artwork and photos. ‘Despite a largz jrint »un, GrgpgﬁgA
Storr lisgaszine ic alyays an early cell-outs go il yeu want a cord,;;oufd nerG
order immediately, Inc1danuallj, ur~ﬂhlc Story iagazine #12, willibe devoued to-

the wvort of old-time "comie- bool: Qrt1"b Bagil “Tolverton. :
ilogtalgia Iress A couple of years azo, Nostalwia Fress cama eut ul*h

: 293, Franklin Square . an 1*‘flh" boek of Alex Raymondis Ilash Gordon. Sun- R
ilew York, . Yo 11010 day pages thet everrene thousht was.real great. How. “rmis,

Wostalsia iz reaplly gevting ;pto the businezc cf re-

printing old ComlC_SL“l s and has several nniz either olqnned or already printed.
Among ‘these are early T anton Seugar-a Topex re, Candff g Terry 2 The Firates,
Herriman's Kragy Kat. a huge book which will —apring thc I1st 102 Frince Yélwcnﬂ
Su%owrc and a book of EC Horror  Sciencae-Fiction stories. Drop a card for izvess
cataloguen

-
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INTERVIEW WITE DCUG MARIETTE

WHILE ATTENDING FLORIDA STATT UNIVERSITY, I HAD ALWAYS BEEN IMPRESSED BY THE
EDITCRIAL CARTOQIS THAT DOUG MARLETTE DREV FOR THE FSU STUDENT IEWSPAFER, THE
FLAMBEAU, LATER HE MOVED OVER TO AMOTHER IOCAL NEWSPAFER AID IT WAS AT THIS
THME THAT T WAS FORTUHATE EIOUGH TO MERT HIM. WE GOT TOGETHER CHE AFTERNOQH,
I STARTED A TAPE RECORDER GOING AND THE RESULT WAS THIS INTERVIEW.

TELL US A IITTIE ABCGUT YQURSEIF.

Okay. I was born on December 6, 1949, in Greencboro, Worth Carolina. Iater on,
our family moved to Leurel, Mississippi. wher I was 12 and to Sanford, Florida,
vhen I was 16. I'nm currently a Serior at Florida State University in Tallahassce,
Florida, and have been ‘doing editorial cartoons for.a local paper in town.

WHEIT DID YOU FIRST DEVELIOP AN INTEREST Iil DRAWIIIG?

In the first grade. I used to copy cartoon characters out of comic cections in
the newspaper and learned how to draw Popeye, and Donald Duck. All mv frierdc
were impraessed so I used to sell my drawings to them for a few pennies, or frade
them for their degsserts at the school caleteria.

BUT THAT WAS JUST FOR FUl....

Rights I didn't get seriously interested in drinring until I was in the 16th
grade in high school, “'e =ere living in Lawrel, Migsiceippi, at the time and
I used to epend part of my epare time helping a friend dacorate for parties at
churchee. 1In gratitude and becausc he knew I liked to draw, he zave me one
of those $l.CO Walter Foster "HOW TO DRAW CARTOQIS" books. That pot me inter-
ested and I ztarted. buying and reading more alter TFoster books and soon
after, any other books I could get on cartoening. The first cartoons of mine
that were printed, appeared in my high school newuspaper in Taurel, Miesissipri.
The firet cartoon I did.was a sports cartoon and this was done in 1965, while
I wag in 11th grade. Ilowever, I did cnly-2 or 3 cartoons for the gchool paper
becauge soon after I completed the 11lth grade, we moved to Sanford, Florida.

Sanford was not a very; large city, but it wae large enoush to have a daily neus-
paper, the Sanfcrd Herald. This was durinz the summer and I didn't have toc
much to do, so after I got some courage up, I decided to zo down to the Herzld
and try to get a job as & cartoonist tecause I had aliave reacd in the instrne=
tion books that it was important to get your work printed. So, I =zathered to-
gether come of gy~ recent drawinge and these were wostly sporie cartconc, be-
cauge I was really interested in sports. I showed these to the spcrts aeditor
and he thought theyr were okay, o he hired me to do local sports cartoons fer
the Herald. Since I had just mecved to Sanferd, T didn't know too much about
local svortes and the editor had to £il) me ii: on the details about the car--
toons I wae suppoged to do. I did one or two cartoons a week, vhenever the
sporte editor wanted one and worked at home.

DICIDEIITALIY 4 WHAT WERE YOU EAID-FOR YOUR FIRST CARTOCHS?

When I started doing cartoons fer the Sanford Herald, they paid me £4.00 p
cartoons 4t the time I was glad just to get my work in print and didntt aslh
for very much. Then I found out.I could be making more. Since I wae putting
in a lot of vime working on cartoons, I asled for a raise and 7ot it and b




the time I stopred werkinz for the Sanford Herald, I was making about 15,00 per
cartoon. I worked for the Tlerald for about a year and a half,

WERE YOU DOING CARTOCNS FOR ANYBODY EISE AT THIS TIME?

Yes, I ot a job with thne Orlando Sentinel about 5 months after I started werking
Tor the Herald. Geographically, Sanford is ocnly 20 miles from Crlando, and the
Sentinel had a small tranch office in Sanford from vhich ther published the
Seminole County edition of the Sentinel. The Sentinel was a pretty larze vaper
and it rublished local aditions for each of the surrounding counties, including
cne for Seminole County. A friend of mine heard that the tranch office of the
Sentinel was leeki~g for somebody to wmite sports stories covering the games and
gpBriing events of my high school and wanted to lmow if .I were interested. 3ince
I was working for the Sanford Herald, he must have figured that I was a budding
Journalist or something. I told him that I waen't interesied in doing any
writing, but since this was the footbnll sreson, I would be interested in doing
the sporte cartocns about the weekly Sanford High football gomesa Later, I went
-over to the Senvinel's Sanford office and they hired me. However, the azin
office had the final word on the hiring of new penple, co T had to go to the
Crlando office before I was officially hired. Agzain, this was on a free-lance
basi.e.

WAS THIS WHEN YGU GOT TO MIET THZ CARTOGIISTS:

Yes. The Crlando Sentinel is a good-sized paper and has quite a few cartocnists
working for them. ''Thile I was ovar there, I got to meet a couple of them and
later on, they introduced me to some of the syndicated cartoonists who lived in
tho Orlando area. Sone of the cartocnistes who are noy living in the Orlando
area are talph Dunizan (Tell It Iike It Is), Ieslie Turner and his assistante
(Captain Tosr), Roy Crane and his assistants (Fuz Sawyer), Bill Perry (Gagoline
“1%ey), Hate Osarn (Tizzy) and Dick iHodzins, Sr. (editorial cartoonist for the
Crlando Star). Host of the syndicated cartocnists I got to meet only once or
tiice, but I got to know some of the cartocniste vho worlked for tihe Sentirel
cuite well, I got to know Ralph Dunigan and Dick Hodgine, Sr., rretty well and
every weell or 80, I'd oo up there and =ee what was happening.

~ HOW IONG DTD YOU WORK FOR THE SEMINOIE CCUNTY EDITICN OF THME SENTTHEL?

ot too long. I waa working for both the Sentinel and the Sanford Herald simul-
taneously and the people at the Herald didn!t like that. The Seminole County
edition of the Sentinel was the rival of the Sanford Herald and the editor of
the Herald told me that if T worked just for them, he'd havae a full-time job

for me during the summer. iWell, this sounded zood, so I told the people a2t the
Sentinel that T wouldn't be doing any mora cartoons for them and began worldng
arrclugivel:r at the Herald, I had worked for the Sentinel for only about 3
months, the lenzth of the football ssason and my cartoons snpeared only in the
Seninole County editicen of tle fentinel and not in any othor editions.

I worlted for the Herald all through my senior year of hizh schoel doing sports
cartoons and after I graduated, I started working there as o full-time cartoon-
igts I worked 8 hours z doy at the paner and drew whatever illustrations they
"needed., I did loecal editorial cartoons, local sports cartocns and small illus-
trations. T entered Seminole Junior Collese irn Sanford in the 211 of 1967 and
I continued to do cartoons for the Herald fer a wuonth or tw0 lan-wer. MNeamwhile,
2alph Dunizan, the chief editiorinl carbtoonist Do the Sentinel Lsd told me that

- -

-
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'really helped me a lot,

he voulc lilte o hire me to vork in tae Senthel'w edluorwal drt oenaftﬂenu vhen
I wmc old enouzh. At that time T was only 17 nd for gome reason - imcurance

or soncthing like that - ther couldn't-hire me until I wax 13.. Lunigan wasn't

smdicated vet and wac the head of the Sentinel's art deﬁﬂrtment 50 I. wns'reslly
lookinz forward to zetting a job with the Sentinel when I turned 13, vhich would
have been ‘in _ecember. “ell, in October, they lost a fuy ian the =2t department
and nceded comeone to do part-time work, so Talph gnolie to the businesc manazer
ang they bent the :ules ~ litile and hired me, even thouzh I was only 17. Then

-+ tHe Sentinel hired me, T ctopped working for the Herald hegayse I didn't.have
,time to work for two paperc anc¢ abtend:.college as well, I had .worked for the

Sentinel once before but thab yme only for their branch officé.in. Smnforo (Semin-
ole Count:” edition) and I only worked there for a coyple of mdnthe. ow T was
worizing for the main office in Orlando, in theil editorial art oeﬁh_thent

There was aboubt a resr's lapse between these two jobs

WHAT XID OF WORK DID YOU DO IN THE ART DEPARTMENT OF THE ORLAIIDO SENTINEL?

thile I was there, I learned various aspects of cartooning and did = 1itt tle bit
of everyihinz., I corrected errors on artwork, retouched photozraphe, drewv

mape and zraghes and put on color overlays. In the line of rrinted work, I did
moetly Mdingbat' cartoons. '"Dingbat!" cartoons are litile editorial ca“*oonc
vhich illustrate o written editorial apd my "dingbats" appeared moctly in the
Orlando Star, the evening companion paper to the morning Sentinel. = I really
learned a lot while I wag there and was glad that it gave me a chance to work

1ith the other cartooniste who worked for the Sentlnel.

HOW LONG DID YOU WORK FOR THE SENTIWEL?

c)‘

T worked parti-time for 2 years until I araduated from Junior.: Solleze .in .1969.
I commuted back and forth bebtween Orlanoo and Sanford, and usually worl:ed

tro nights 2 weelr ancd-211 day Saturday ihen I first started vorking for

the Sentinel'e arrt department, I work ed all day Saturday and 5 nights a wéekk:
however, that got 4o me after a vhile and my grades started gzetting bad,

0.1 had to cut back.

DID YOU DO ANYTHING FOR THE JUNIOR COLLIGE MEWSPAFER?

Yee ané I'did some cartoons for the Sanford High paner as well, but I didn't
do very much because the issues were so far apart. I did a strip and an
occasional editorial and sports carteon and I had to wn vich mry step on edito-
izl cartoons because, a high gchool paper isn't supposed to0.be controversial.
I didn't start doing cartoons for the Seminole Junior Colleﬂe newspaper un-
til my sophomore ("econo) rear because. I was too bugy working at. the Sentinel.
I wne e6ill pretbty busy during my second year, but I wag taking a Journalisn
course and part of wy homerorlk for the course was to draw cartoons for the
college paper. DLverybodr elee in the class was writing articles and I did
cartoons; however, this wasn't as much work as it sounds like, because the
paper came out only once every 3 or L vgeke.

HAVE YOU HAD ANY OTHER ART INSTRUCTICH BESIDES WHAT YOU LEARHEE) F?Q“I BOOKS
CIASSES AT SCHOOL AMD TIPS FROM CARTOONISTS?

Yes, I toock the Famous Artists cartoon course. It's a 3 year course, which




AFTER YOU GRADUATED FROM SEMINOLE JUNIOR COLIEGE, YOU CAME TO FLORIDA STATE.
UNIVERSITY Il TALLAHASSEE, FLA, ANY REASONS?

Yess I had heard that FSU had an excellent art department and as an art major,
this was importanta

WHE! YOU FIRST CAME UP HERE, YOU STARTED DCTNG EDITCRIAL CARTOCNS FOR THE FLORIDA
STATE UNIVERSITY STUDENT :EWSPAPER, THE FLAMBEAU...

The Flambeau was published daily except on weekends. The editor of the Flambeau
told me they!'d hire me and I could do whatever I wanted to do. 1In other words,
complete freedom! At the time, I was extremaly interested in doinz editorizal
cartoons, so I did them mostly.

A T1ICE CHANIGE OF PACE.

Yes. The fact that I had the freedom to do whatever I wmanted to do and the fact
that they were daily, were the main reasons I went to work for the Flambeau. I
draw pretty slow snd I needed practice at speedinz up my art and meeting dead-
lines. '

One thinz that I was really grateful for while working on the [Flambeau, was that
it showed me I could work faster. Then, too, I used to worry about deadlines
and if ‘T didn't have the drawinz finished 2 nights before the deadline, I'd
really worry about it. But I was Going 3 editorial cartoones a week and after

a while, I got to where I would have nothinz 5 or 6 hours before the deadline
vithout panicking. I didn't like for something like that to happen, but =ome-
times it did, !

YOU STOPPED WORKIHG FOR THE FLAMBEAU AFTER TWO QUARTERC.

Yes. Thinzs were getting pretty hectic, doing 3 cartoons a week and beinz a full- -
time student. I still enjoyed doing cartoons for the Flambeau but my grades were
droppinz so I told them I couldn't do any more cartoons for a while. I wanted

to take a qqarter off and just relax and not-have to worry about deadlines.

Tryinz to do 3 cartoons a week and go to school full-time wae just too much.
"hiile T was still doing cartoons for the Flambeau, a fellow who was working there
told me that a new weekly paper, called the Capitol Canon, was starting and that
they wanted me to do some cartoons for them. But I didn't do anythinz for them
right away because I wanted to take a break from doing cartoons. After I had
rested for a couple of months, I called the people at the Capitol Canon up and
found that they sbtill wanted me to draw cartoons. Later, I went down to talk

to the editors and they hired me. T still liked to do editorial cartoons and.

the people at the Canon gave me a .more-or-lese free hand and let me Ho anvthing.

I wanted. The Canon wastpublished weekly and I usually had 1 or 2 cartoons in
each issue. On some occasions, they needed some illustrations for a story and

I did that too, but mostly I drew-editorial-cartoons.

I worked for the Canon for about l; months but had to stop because I had fallen
dangeriously behind in my ‘homevork, , I had several projects to complete for an

art class and ‘in order b do a zood job on them, I had to stop everything else

and that included doingz ed1tor1a1 cartoons, So I stopped doing cartoons for

the Canon in the middle of July. After the Summer Quarter is over, I'll be

going back to Sanford, but when school gtarts in September and I come back to
Tallahassee, I'11 probably start workinz for tha Canon again. But I'm really not
too sure - you see, I'1l be zetting married in September =nd I'll need more



Most of the cartoons reproduced here are Marlette's more recent cartoons done for the
Capital Canon and Florida State Flambeau. The Exception is the Jce Sterling cartoon,
which was done in 1968, for the Sanford Herald & is an example of Marlette's early work.
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money and if I can't make enouzh drawing cartoons, I may have to find a job
somevhere else. I'd really hate to do that, because I enjoy doing editorial
cartoons, but if it's necessary, I zuess I'll have to.

WHAT IS YOUR PROCEDUZE FOR DOING AW EDITORIAT, CARTOON? DO YOU THINX ABOUT
THE IDEA FOR A WHILE?

Yees, quite a while. First I think of a subject. Then I play around with that
for a while until I come up with something, which I can make into a finirhed
cartoon. Sometimes, this will take only minutes; other times, hours.

DO YOU HAVE ANY FAVORITE. CARTOQNISTS?

You bet. 147 interest lies all across the spectrum of cartooning, but for
editorial cartoons, Pat Oliphant of the Denver Post and Mike Wright of the
Miomi Hews are my favorites, TFor style and the kind ofr humor I like, thev're
hard to beat. I have favorites in other areas of cartooning, tut it's kind
of difficult to compare P=t Oliphant to Charles Schuliz or Mike ¥right to
Frank Frazetta. I also enjoy the work of the old Mad artiste; Jack Davis,
1lally Wood and liort Irucker. If I had to name an overall favorite, it would
probably be HMort Drucker. Hels really good.

I SUPPOSE YOUR GOALS ARE EDITORIAL CARTOONING AND POSSIBLY SYWDICATION? OR
PERHAPS SPORTS CARTOONS?

o, not sports cartooning, not any more. I usced to be real big on sports car-
toons, but I'm not as interested as I used to be. T think I'd like to do
editorial cartoons thoupgh, at least that's what I like to do right now., How-
ever, I wouldn't rule anything out, bacause I've heard stories of zuye who
wanted to go into illustration and they ended up in comic strips and guys who
wanted to go into comic strips, who ended up in illustration. I'm really
interested in all facets of cartooning, so I wouldn't eliminate anything. Cne
thinz I'd really like to do is be an asgistant to a comic strip artist for a
while. I think I'd really enjoy the experience and learn a lot.

Incidentally, some of my editorial cartoons have been picked up by other papers.
‘lhile I wae doing cartoons for The Flambeau, they had a newspaper exchange
system going, where they'd send copies of the Ilambeau to other celleze papers
and in return, theéy'd receive copies of these other newspapers. Sometimes,

‘one of these college papers would decide to reprint one of my cartoons. On
other occasions; an underground newspaper, like the Great Speckled Bird, would
somehow zet' hold of one of my cartoons that they liked and would reprint it
aleo. "None of these papers ever asked for my permission, but I renlly didn't
nind. '

WHAT ABOUT THE IMMEDIATE FUTURE? WILL YOU BE DOING MORE CARTOCNS?

WJell, I'm zoing to be married in September and will need more money so I'11l
have to zet a job of some sort. I would like to do cartoons for the Cenon or
the Flambeau but I'11 .have to see how everything works out. TI!11 graduate
from FSU in June but at this point, I'm not really sure what I!'11 be doing.

GOOD LUCK! ,

Thanks-_
SO ! THIS NOTE WE WD THE INTERVIEW WITH DOUG MARLETTE., HOPE YOU ENJOYED IT.
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{en Meau:, the creator and artist of Bec Deaux It Seis Amis, waz borh on Septem=-
ber 5, 19L0O, in laplan, Louigiana. As a2 boy, Ken bought and read all the corics
he coulo zet his hands on, but the EQ Horror and Science-Fiction comics remained
his favorites. ith the cominz of the comics code and the demise of EG in 1955,
Ken lost interest in comics and gradually threyr or gave awar most of h c comice.
Then, in 1962, Xen attended the University of Southern Louisiana, took seversl
art courses and later decided to try to make. a living as a professional artist.
Because of the nostalziac memories of comic books ifen had, it was only natural
(at first) that he wanted to be a comic book artist. Tt mas at thic time that
Zen remembered the wonderful ECs and the excellent art they contained. Un-
fortunately, neither Ken or any of his boyhood chums had the foresizht to save
any ICe (or other old comice for that matter) and it secmed as thouzrh Ken would
never see ary of the old comics again. Evén asking around, checkinz out leads,
and hunting in cbandcned houses, {en still was unable to. turn up any old comics.
He had 2 couple of near successes thouzh. One fellow said thet he had a suit-’
case full of old comices (including Superman #1 and Batman #1), which he would
be glad to zive Ken free of charge.. However, upon 1nvest1"at1n7, the friend
found out that his parents had burned the comids about one year before. Anolher
time, Ken heard pbout. someone having an attic full of old cemics, but he found
that these had been sold-several month= previeusly, to neighborhood children for
5¢ each. Despite these disappointments, Ken was still hopeful and in 1967, he
noticed an article about comics fendom and fanzines in Castle of Framkenstcin
#11. This led to Ken's subscribing to the RBCC anc his vrapplln~ with the monu--
mental task of rebuilding his EC collectlon. At this point, Xen h“@'about 50 BEs,

Early in 1963, Xen approached the editor of the local weéekly nevepaper, the *
Keplan Herald, writh the prospect of lettingz him do a wee 1y comic "trip based on
old Touisiana legzende. Suprisingly enoush, the editor cecided to zive the strip
2 trial Tun and the comic strip entitled Loulslana Folklore made h_appearanceL
The etrip, donec entirely by Xen, wasn't too good and-was not continued. " Then in
June of 1969, Ken decided he was now zood enough to produce a quality comic

strip andpersuaded the editor of the Xaplan Herald to give him another chance.
Tne etrip was still called Louisiana Folklore and again it dealt with the cerial-
ized adaptations of old Louisiana legends. The first adaptation dealt =rith the
zploits of an early 19th century louisiana trapper by the name of Bill Sedler
and lasted four wveeks. Xen both wrote and illustrated the strip, while a friend
of his, Ronnie J. Guidry, did the letterinz. _lthough Iouisiana Tolklore tme
both well written and illustrated and seemed to be quite popular with the readers,
it underwent a major overhaul as soon as the Bill Sedlev episode was finiched.
The title was changed to Bec Deaux Bt Seis amie (Bec Deau: and his friends) and
the mood of the strip changed from serious adventure to humor. Louisiana Foll-
lore was revised because [len was about to start on another strip for the Xaplan
Herald (Bec-Deaux Et Seis, Amis) and wouldn't have had the time to do both strips.
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BUT T GET TO SEE .
OFTEN THIS WAY/
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KEN MEAUX-EARL COMEAUX
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Y OUAIS , MAIN, DES FOIS
I'FAUT FAIRE CA POUR
AVOIR SON AT TENTION

 POURQUOI TU L'AS COIGNE 2
COMME CA 2 J'CROYAIS
TAVANIS ® DIT |'TECOUTAIT)

WHY DID YDU HiT HIM LIKE THAT 2
I THOUGHT YOU SAID HE

YES,BUT SOMETIMES I HAVE
TO DO THAT TO GET His

LISTENED TO YOU | | ATTENTION
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While Louisiana Tolirlore was popular, it was an adventure strip vhich nppealed
chieflr to men. Bec Deaux would appeal both to men and women and would have a
double appeal, ac it would be written both in French and Znzlich. The older
neople would get - kick out of reading a comic stirip in Trench and those -ho
couldn't read French could read the Znglish translation. It nizht be best to
note here, that through the centuries, up until the 1920's, many people in
isolated areas of Louisiana smolke only French and refused to try to learn how
to read ~ndG =wite in ‘nglish. Their ancestcors had been French and.had pasgced
their customs and the French languaze on to their children, undisturbed by
outsidere. However, advancement in progress made it necessary for most of the
Ffrench spearing Iouisianans to learn .nglish, end today only a small number of
Louisianans still epeal: French fluently. The decendants of the early French
cettlers who still speak French-are called Cajuns and most of them live in a
200 square mile area wvhich starts about 150 miles west of ew Orleans. Since
Xen's hometoim of aplan is near the middle of "Cajun Louisiana", a bi-lingual
comic strip as Bec Deaux:-would be well received and would be especially popu-
lar with the large French speaking segment of the population. For that
reason, 3Bec Deaux is written in both French and Tnglich.

One of the problems of doing a bi-lingual comic strip iz deciding wthere to

put the English translation. At the present, Ken hasn't decided on a parvicu-
lor way and uses 3 different variations. The first consiste of havinz the
translation appear beneath the strip in a black box. The second has the
ranslation appear beneath the strip, but not in a black boxz. The thirc
varintion entails havinz the nglish tranclation follow the body of French ter
in the dialozue balloone. Of these thirree methods, the first (trqnwlatlon in
blac!: box) usually comes off loolzinz best.

The main character in Bec Deaw: Et Seis imis ir Bec Deauiz, a middle-aged,
Trench speakiny rice farmer. ile has a not-too-bright, bald-headed friend
named Zirable, a largze family and several other friends, most of whom never
make more than a couple of cameo appearances.

The strip ic written by larl Comﬁeaux, a locnl TFrench teacher, while Ken
sunplies the art ond uwoes most of the lettering. Bec Deau: is now in his 630th
1reek and Ken is attempting to sell the strip to other area newspaperes. DBe-
sides the ¥aplan lterold, Fec Deau:r gppears in tuo other Louisiana newspapers.
Each paper Thlch carries Bec Deaw: pays Ken 38.00 per month, 35.CO of wvhich

he keeps and 33.00 vhich he gives to writer, Zarl Commenu::.

Besides workinz on Bec Deau, len has found time -to do work for fanzines, and
has had strips printed in Titan Comics '3, L, 5 %= 6. !le has also done work
for Anomoly, Differo,a flying saucer magazine and Ong Step RBevond.. Incident-
2117, the four Louisiana Folklore eplcodeq +dth Bill Sedley were reprinted 1n
Tltan Cormics MS and 6.

Ken worke as a rhotozrapher in his father's studio and, for the present, i a
cartoonist on the side. At one time hé wmas an amateur magician {2 ‘zood one)
and still pubts on a show every once in a while. -He is married, has a.
beautiful wife (5tella) and two children (Uam and Kevin). Hic amkition

is tn get a strip going with a major syndicate. :
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NZW COMIC STRIFS .

Friday Foster - by Jim Leurence and Jerge Longaron - Chicago Tribune-ifew York
Hews Syndicnte - daily and Sunday - released January 13, 1970.

criday Foster is a sozp opera~-adventure sort of story about a poor, but beauti-
ful black girl, who works as a camera bunny in a Herlem nizht club. Though she
comes from the slums, she dreans of one dar beinz a success in the zlanerous
world of High Tl"~='m.on Photography. lbstly by luck, she gets 2 job ac assgietant
to up and coming fachion “hotOﬂraﬁhcr, Sharm North (whlte), and iec able to zet
a little closer to achievinz her dreans

I

ilalf-Hitch - by Hank Ketcham - X{ing Features Syndicate - released February 16,

1970 - daily and Sunday.

Half-Hitch is the latest brainstorm of cairtoonict Hank Xetcham, who for year

has given us Dennis the Menace. Half-litch, the title character, is billed as
the "smallect zob in the ifavy®, but while he may be short in stature, he makes
up for it by being a svinging ladies! man. Hitch's good buddy and fellow sailor
is a big, dumb looking gur named Zamicki, vho is a little chort on braine but
intencely loyal to IHitch. Chief Petty OfficerGrommet is the man most responsi-
ble for making Hitch'e shipboard life miserable....he assigns Hitch to XP,

maliee sure he swabs the desk and generally makes it a point to gee that Hitch
stays busy.

Other characters include Chaplain Charlie, the fat but jovial ship chaplain;
Captain Ceorrick, the rulebool: minded skipper; McGraw, the ship bully and Poopsis,
Hitch's talkinz sea gull, who tosses insults out at the appropriate times, but 3
knowrs when to keep his mOUuh shut. Plotwise, Hitch isn't too bad. At sea §
the zazs are written around some aspect of sea life which involves Hitch and some

of the other characters. On land, itt's Hitch and Zawaki, as Hitch wants to

pursue the closest examples of feﬂlnlne pulchrltude, while Zawacki is willing

to gettle for a hamburger (like ilom used to make) or zo bowling. Overall,

Half Hitch isn't too bad, but when you boil it dovm, it's 1little more than a

Beetls Bailey-at sea. And I like Beetle Bailev better.

gonchy - by Jamee Childress ~ Childress Syndicate - released I{arch 2, 197C -
, @oily eccepl, Sunday

Sometime ~go, a fellow named James Childress had a great idea for 2 new comic
-strip vhieh he felt would zo over big. So he did 6 weekg continuity and sent
it around to all the syndicates. But, none of them accepted it and although
one syndicate kept it =everzal .months before gending it back, the syndicata

Telt that the strip just didn't have vhat it takes to be a success, Undounted,
Jameg decided to zo ahead and form his own syndicate and show the others that
it could be a successful strip. The strip was Conchy, and at the present, it's
one of the bect humor strips making the rounds. The setting is a sumy tropic
icland in the Pacific, complete with beachcomberq {Conchy an¢ his friends), a

- tribe ‘of natives, fish ard sand fleas. Gonchy could best be described ags an
gll-around nice guy. - Patch and Duff are twins (men) who live in a cave end

Buz and Oom Paul fill out the cast as the remaining beachcombers. For those
interested in seeing what Conchy looize like, the strip appears in the ilaghville -
Temmessean,1100 3road Street, ilachville, Tennessee 37202, and » cample copy
cenn be had for 104.

"
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Lancelot = by Irank "Penn" lidgewsy and Paul Coker, Jr. - NEA Syndicate -
released ilarch 16, 1970 - daily except Sunday (.Jote: A Sunday strip for
Lancelot is scheduled to start in 3eptember, 1970.)

"hen NEA dropped Reobin ilalone out of their comic eirip lineup, they needed

a replacement. - Lencelot was that replacement. Basically, the strip is a
situation-comedy sort of thinz about Lancelot, a voung, newlywed husband

and Lori, hie happr,but. sometimes puzzled bride. TIt's somevhat interest-
ing to note that Frank "Penn!" idgeway, the writer for Lancelot, is also

an artist and is currently drawing the lir. Abernathy strip. The strip
artict, Paul Coker, Jr., ic somevhat famous as well and has been doing work
for ilad ilagazine. DBut, now that he's doing ILancelot, he prcbably won!t have
too much time to do stuff for iiad. i ;

Broom Hilda - by iuss lfyers - Chicago Tribuze=lewr Tork leus Syndicate -
released .pril 20, 1970 - daily and Sunday.

Broom Iiida 1s one of the funniest neir strips around and featurec more of 2
glapstick kind of . lhumor, rather then the sgorhisticated style of humor in
Conchy. " Brcom 1ilda is a witch. Ch, but not just an ordinary witch. Che'ls
a cigar smoking, man chasing, fat, old, dumpy (but extremely cheerful and
700¢ natured) type of witch. sShe's not a witch in that che's not evil, but
because she lockes like one, has 2 mazic wand and rideg around on a broon.
The strip has to be seen to be appreciated. . Other characters in Proom Iilda
include Gaylord, the most harmlees and innocent looking wvulture in exigtencs
and Irvin, a happy,harmless troll (he lives under » troll biidge) vho looks
more like a shaggy dog on two feet. And how cduld we forget the Greber,

tho lives in a hollow loz and as of this writing, has yet to come out of the
loz. Greber makesg his living by ziving odt 'high quality" inesults to all
vho pase within shouting range of his logz. All in all, Broom Hilda is 2
very funny strip.

Middle Clasg Animals - by Huzh Laidman - licilaught Syndicate - releacsed ilay 13,
1970 - daily excejt Sunday.

1iddle Clags animals is a new comic strin by Hugh Lsidman, which features the
-humorous antics of African jungle animals. These animals, through their
actions and thoughts, are supposed %o rerrefent a humorous look at life in
iddle Class America. Hugh Laidman spent several years in Africa sketching
the exotic animals who now inhabit his strip., The result of these years of -
sketching animals, (in Africa) is thst the animals are among the most: o 2
realistic I've ever seen. . The drawings themselves. are co beautiful and
re=ligbic that you can spend hours alone, just looking at them. ~

Quincy - by Ed Shearer - King Festures Syndicate - reieased Julr 13, 1970 -
PG .
daxrly exicept Sunday.

Nuinecy is a strip about z small legro boy who ie growing up in the "Inner
ity =lums snd is about the way he experiences life. Quincy ic not a n
day-to-~day adventure type of strip and could best be described -as » - = = -
Mimorous look at life as seen throuzh the eyes of a small legro bor".,’
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Joricerning RBob Jenning's method of placing a ruler paralicl to daily stripe and’
"tearinz them out of the paper®. . hile thic method is ricky for daily strips,

I fiad it vorlte better for Sundoy stripe. Thot ie, if you don't zet careless
and botch up the job., Youlll need romething larger than 2 ruler, however: either
a lonz, thin board eop yardstick will do. If you can find a long, narrow piece

of nlate glores or 2plece of trensparent plastic rdth a straizhl edge, thie is
even better. Then you can accuratelr adjust the marzins between the strips so
vou won't tear tinem in the wrong places, leaving uneven margins. Some people
have found Jraftemen's T-Squares idesl foxr their purnoses, however, these drc
fairly expensive. The advantages of cuttiny Sundar strips in this monner sre
(1) it ic exbremely fast and (2) it leaves o perfect straizht edge ~nd not =
crookzed edze as cutiing with sciscors woula do.

Cn thedisplay of daily strips, I've found thot most office supply stowres hancle
clear, trancparent, plastic folders which ere idesl for holding strips. These
folders -re made for loose leaf notebooks, measure 8's :x 11, and have a cheet of
coarse blacl: paper in them. These folders are ideal for L columm wide strips
and i strips can be placed on each ride of the folder or B8 per folder. The
coarce blacl: paper leeps the strips from elipping, <6 glueinz isn't necesgeory.
It also provides a nice bacliground, especially if you collect colo: dailys.
However, if yon feel you must glue,use just.a dab, a little in the upper center
of the strip (see illustration). This"
7ill be enouzh to hold the strip in and
if you use = spell amount of glue, yvou
would have no trouble steaming the
ctiipe off vhen wou wich to tracde them.
To determine how much glue you neec to
hold each strip in place, get some
strips you don't collect and practice
o them. 3Glue the strips 2t the top
center of the strip using just a2 dab of
2lue. eep glueing these to paper dith
lzss =nd lese glue each time, sha'ting
tlie shect of black pzper to see if vou ] _
can chalte the strip of7. If vou can, You aren't usinz enouzh glue, Don't over-
do it and use too much glue, however. The nice ndvantage to'this method is thad
it gives you the scrapbook appearance, yet totally protects your strips from the
2ir. 4lso, it is quite inevpensive =g the folders cost 10¢ each {Often larsze
department stores will sell the folders for 89¢ for a package of~-32 during the
Sentenber back-to-school specials). Cne last advantage of this method is thot
rou can put the foldere in a bo:: and take individual folders out whenever you
rish {00, or cah put them in_a Notebook. Thuec 7ou have » good display cystem. for
vour strips at a maximum price of 4d per strip. ] R a
Andg rezarding having comic strips bound, comes this bit of information from Glen
Jolmeon: -

MT-5 ¥ MOUITI!3: ‘ecently I experimented with a process called MT-5, or. dry
mounting. The meteriel is much like common ordinar; waxed pasper found in-a
kitchen. This material is placecd bebtween two Sunday pages of Targan, for ex-
ample, and beneath a dry mount, anc the paper liquifies and the two Tarzan
pages are permanently back to back. Iventually, I hope to do this wdth 211 of
e JJanning's Sundar Tarzasn pages and then have them bound."

n f



X

5T, LOUIS POST-DISPATCH

“%. Louie Post-Dispatch..
1133 Franklin Avenue ..
St. Louis, lrisgouri. 63101

Back issues: 1 year back

COLOR COMICS
L Column Strips

Andy Capp

B. €.

Beetle Baileir
Blondie
Friday .Foster
Hi + ILois
Redeyve

S211ly Bznanas
Tigzer

OLOR COMICS
2 Column Prnels

Alumeae

Amy

Biz George i
Citizen Smith

COLO: COLIINS

2 “olumn Panels (Cont'd)

Mo.

Arlc, . I1T1. All other Stotes

1l yearees.
6 monthe...; 9.00...
3 months...$ 4.50.

«316.00.. 0000 324.00 .
csne 2,007 s
lllI.";éCG

1 month.eee===-== B

lCOL.lAIl!.$ -10-.---.'$ -10

- ———— -

BLACK AND WHITE -
2 Column Stripg

Toster Fenwick

Grin and Besr It

Hrozel
ittle Woman
Ponyrbail

Tell It Tike It Is

The Girle

BLACK AID WHITE

S @olumn Strins

Buz Sornrer

Julict Jones

i) -lbner

Pozo

Rex Morgzan MD

Stove Canrron
teve Roper

; Vizard of Id

<

Archie

The St. Louic Post-Dispatch has 20
color strips and 9 black and white
stripe. The color printing is ue~
ually eicellent; hovever, on Sstur-
daye, it ien't a¢mays zood and some-
tlmeL the strips feem to conme out in
shades of pinlk, 2Another Problem.
The black and white strips are on
the back of the page that the color
strips are on, thus necessitating

a ch01ce between collecting black

- ancg vhite or.color strips. In-

c1oentﬁllj, the rates listed nbove
are the d2ily rates snd don't in-
cluce the Sunday edition (vhich has
very feu pozes and lots of ads).

Tod:zy
303 Forrest Avenue
Cocoa, Fla. '32922

TODAY

Bocit issues: ilot certain,

inquire

COLO COMICS
L, Column Strips

indy

Captain Kate
Dateline Danger
Dottty

Half Hitch
J-ckeon Twine
Kerry Drezke
M=ndrale

Misg Pe~ch

COLOZ COMICS

Iy Column “tripe (Cont'ad)

ALY 50 .SthateaAt -
L Yearseseese«537.20
6 monthe.....318.60
3 months.....$ 9.30
1 montheeeese$ 3.10
1=capy -4 oo« o 515

———— - — T

BLACK AWD WHITS
Charmichael (1 Col.)

Pogo
ledeve
Steve Roper
Tiger

COINR COMICS
2 Columa Panels

Brother Juniper
Hazel :
M. Mum
Queenie

letters 4o God (2 Col.)

Today's color printing has improved
in the last three monthe. and is
almost as good as the Dispatch!s.
While the Dispatch has rich, deep,
golid colors, Today currently car-
ries 10 color comic stripe and the

- sub. retes do not include the

Sunda;r edition.
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Asburs Poirk Press,lnc..
’leUl"'," ?-’1- ;, .,‘-Jc- 0.7712

Dack issuesr q. -y, b‘c“ Syl

Peice Variesu.lnqure_

ASBURY PARK SUNDAY PRISS

. B. Poges
.o ade
Repro:

. Paper:

"

1/2 Page 1/3 Page (cont'd)
Iife's Like Th-ot
“longie I1i'1 Abner
Tubertis Iittle Todineik
Prince Vnaliant Tovie
Steve Canyonit Manlc »Trgdd
Tarzan Mutt + Jeff
il ancy
1/3 Poze Cur ilew Aﬂe
' 3 Peanut e
~rchie Snuffy Smith
feetle Bailey Theyr'1l Do It
Henry:: : Uncle Remusik

hi + Loisx

3
3

A1l 50 Strbes

TEAT se e e PITD &
monthe. veee36.05
MONtNC .. o 93230
monti o, e 051-15
COTT e weeoasd 30

e e ————

W O

The Asbury Park Sunde Press ig o very
dépendable paper ~hich carries the
same comics wcek after-week; wilh no
change in format or strip size. Prior
to August 23, 1970, the Sunds Fress
added = couple of nev strips anc
dropped ~ few old onecs. Strips vhiech
vere just rccently ndded, ~re starred.
The Sunday Press used to cerry Prince
Valiant at full page, but since the
change has carried it (and wvill con-
tinue to do co) -t 1/2 page.

Zlaricsburg Publiching Co.
P. 0. Box 586
Jlarkeburg; . Va. 26301

CLARKSBURG EXPONNT~TELEGRAM

17 pages
0-1/2 ade

Repro:
Paper:

LTS

Baclkt issues: 3 months

Boclk igssues at 20¢ ezch.
1/2 Pape 1/3 Dage
Blondie mrcnlu .

Zrick Bradford Beetle. Boiley

™

Brinz Un

-

REather Boner's Ark

Dicl: Tracy - - Bug S awgrer.. ~-
Donald Duck Hi 4+ Lois
Tlash Jordon . Tubert

daif -Miteh - ---Joe -Palooka

Juliet Jones .

“iandrake Popeye
Peanute ' Ripley's
Prince Valiant Torzan
Out Qur "=y - Tiger
Sauflf:r Smith Tim Tyler!

Uncle Renu

Eotzenjammer Kids-
L. Orphan /nie  Mickey Mouse

g Tuck
-
(5

v

A1l 50 States

T 70T eeeeasedpl0 U0
6 months.....»5.20

2 monthe.....52.60

_1 montheeaesed 87

1 GO aew s { =i %20

-

The Clarksburz Lxponent-Telegranm
carries cevernl rarcly scen sbrips
ot 1/2 pago size. Ilowever, there
is a probler. About 6 tines »
year, the paper crrries a 1/2 page
ad. Po snueege -the 1/2- page ac in,
3 1/2 page strips sre recuced to
1/3 vage by having the top row of
panelz cut off. The strips that

-are reduced are selected on a random

basis, so that you'll never knorw
wilch stripe will be reduced when
this paper carries an ad. A11 jou
can do iz hope that it ien!t one of
the strips you collect. Since any
of the 1/2 page strips may be re-
duced, there wasn't much point in
having a -1/2-1/3 poge listing, since
guch a listing wouldn't be dependable.

-
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Cleartzber . Sun,. Inc.. . aty ?aaec

P. 0. Rox- Ll . J50No dds

“leﬂrnater, Fla, 33517 Repro:
Paper:

Back igsuecs:. l month .

Back.issues. at.20¢ each.. .

1/2 Pzze

Buz Sawyer

Dicl Track
Donald Duck
Henry

L. Orrhan Annie
Pganuts

Prince Valiant
Terry + Pir.
Ther'!1ll Do It

CLEAHWATER SUN

Beetle Bailey

Blondie
Gasoline Alley
Hubert

Ii'l Akner
Micker Youse
Phanton

Scamp

Snuffy Smith
Uncle Remus

L
3

A1) 50 States

1 Fearees....$7.80

6 months.....$3.90 ~
i 3 monthSe....32.C6

1 month.eeseeaimmmm

1l CODVeonraeed .20

——

The Clearwater Sun has 2 nice
variety of 1/2 paze strips at a
loir price. Printing is usually
very gooé and the comic section isg
very stable. Twice, in the last
vear, the Sun has corried a 1/2
paze ad and to make room for it,
would drop one of the 1/2 paze
strips, usually either Henry or
They!11l Do It. However, the Sun
hagn't carried sn ad for the last.
5 months, so perhaps, they won't.
do it again.

&

Gqore
Ee  OLe Eo=-El
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evwspapers Co,

FCRT LAUDERDALE NE\IS & SUN SENTIHRL

12 Pazes
0-1% ads
Ft. Lauderdale, Fla. 33302 Repro:

Paper:

Back issues: 2 years back

at 35¢ each.

1/2 Page
Dick Tracy

Pennuts
Terryr + Pir.

Andy‘Cépp....

Beetle Bailay .

Brenda Starr
Broom lilda
Dondi

Gasoline Alley
Half Hitch.
Juliet Jones
Laugzh-Tn

Lolly )
Moon Mulline
Moocse

. Redeya 4.4

/3% e o

i
3 -

1/3 Paze (Cont'd)

Mr. Abernathy
Pattern Party
Fhantom

Ponytail .-

Rlplejlf

Small -Society
Smilin! Jack
- Smitty

Tiger
Trudy

Irreﬂular Slzeq

111 Abner-- - -
Periodic

- Eb % Flo (903)

Henry (903)
Pixies (70%)

1. Orphan Annie (BSP) fairly

A1l 50 Stetes

] year.......318.20
6 montheeees 59,10
3 monthe.....$L.55
Al moqth......$l L0
1 COPY eoavsoar ,) .35’

Periodic (Cont'd)

wove—. Berry's Horla {60%) —— — -

Born Loser (80%)

-Eek % Meelt (807

Stort ibs (80%)~

Note: Berry's Warld, Born Loser,
Eek & Meek and Short Wbs are 21l

1/l page strips which are =211

dropped vhen there ie heavy 'ad-
vertising and are reinstated, when
there is little.or no advertising.

Otherwise,. the Sunuuentlnel is a
stable paper; which has
pretty good printing and corries
a couple of rarelsyr seen but en-
Joyable strips, Occasionally,
they vill carry an odd-gized ad
and this accounts forr the irrezu-
lar size strips.




CLARICN-LEDGE AND JACKSON DAILY :EWS

“larion-Ledzer md 16 pages
Jockson idoilyr fesrs

P 0L Bomhloes - w o
Ik G Beer St - 4 Paper: L

Jackeson, iidss. 39205

Baclz isrues: 1 month
back at 10¢ e~ch

T

1/2 Pame : 1/3 Page
Bring Up Father Apart. 3-G
Dick Tracy Beetle RBailer
Ii!'l Abner Blondie

Frenaa Starr
Buz savyer

L. Orvhan Annie

1/2-1/3 page Carnival
Jemnis
B.2. (92%) Tlintstones

Biz Ben Bolt (887%) Heloise

Gasoline Alley (cl3) Our Poarding House

Judge Parker (92:5 Pogo
el U Xedeye

Kerry lrake (92%) Rex Mopsan
Mary Worth (857) Smitty
Mary Perkins (CLZ) Snuffy Swith
Mice Peach (92:3) ?teve gfnggn
i bernail (88°)  Minky Rva

M2y AoeTnathy (R yidp e T
H-ncy (883), Winthrop
Peanute (80%)

L Vlizard of Id
Steve loper (92,)  Uncle Remus

0-2/3 ads
Renro: 1=l

In ‘Hgs. ‘ 111 Other States
1 yeare..«e510.8300.0000e513.40
6 monthe...3 S.L0,.vev..3 6.70
Jsmonthset. 432704574 J. «$ 3.35
1 monbhi..eed. .90cve.uees 1,15
A )

R COR, o

T
e
P O

L ]

]

- - —

Little Todine

It is unfortunate that the Zlarion-
Ledger sometimes hos about the vorst
color printiny imgzinable., At dits
best, the coloring is quite good, but
most of the time the coloring is dull
i1 appearance, and =t the worst every-
thing ceems to be printed in chades
of orangish-green. /ilsgo, the pcople
at- the paper like to play arounu with
strip sizes and this accounte for the
large number of 1/2-1/3 page strips.
Also, the paper occasionally carries
an ad and a couple of 1/2 page strips
will be reduced to 1/3 page to make |
rooil for the ad. For its price, the
C-L is a good paper to order, but a
lot depends on what you think of the
coloring, which is hal{ decent most
of tiic time. One more badr point:
sometimes they-don't leave 2 margin
between strips.

SAN FRANCISCO EXAMDIER AND CHROWICLE

San Francisco ilews=
paper Printing Co.

860 Howard Street 2‘2 3?52
San Francisco, Calif, : %GPPO: -3
94103 ~ Paper: 3

Back issues: 3 months back
at high prices ($0.85 - 51.50)

2/3 Page 1/3 Paze
Prince Valiant Andy Capp
Boner's Ark
Bring Up Father
Heloisc

let's Sew

1/2 Page

Blondie

8 regz. pages
8 tab. pages

Cal.,ev. % Ore. All Other States

L yeariue: 319.00.5avevs523.50

3 monthe.v.b UeTSceeressd 7.0
1 COPYererin B5uveunead 85

1/3 Paze (Cont'd) 1/ly Page

I3 '1 Atner Beotle Belley

Fhantom

lex lorgan 1/3-1/ Page

Steve Canyon H4i + Loie (903
15053%%)

archie

Juliet Jones (907)
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San Francisco Eraminer and Chronicle {Zont!'c)

Irrejular Sigzee Half-page- T°blOlu At times the Zraminer- hronicls
TA1E Tiiteh (70%) Fred Ba Sett has some ver: poor printing in
Mulfr mith (707) Orin - ind Bear It which the colore seem to run to-

Mice -Peaen
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Tull-naze T-bloic chort .Ribs
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Dennis Periddic ‘strips icsue to issue =ac the result
Dick Trac Bu~ Sawver (60%) i= a large numbe? of periodic and
Enm Tou Donald Duck (503) 1/3-1/k page etrips. ilovever,
Jorco _ Little Ivudine (20 ) the paper does have » very ct_ble
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Key Wegt Citizen’

P. 0. Box 1120

515 Greene Street
Key West, Fla. 330LO

Back issues: 1 vear back

KEY WEST CITIZEN - — -

-8 -pages

No ads
Repro: L
Paper: 3

411 50 States

T YA e . e s 0« 31040
6 monthe.eessB 5.20
3 months..esess 2.60
T monthewisasd .90
T Copy.. sssed 20

. Capt. nasy
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1/2 Paoe

Beevle Balley
Kerry Drake

Mary Torth
1/% Page

Alley Oop
Berr!e 1lorld
Born Losger
Buze Bunny

1/3 P-ga (Cont'c)
Carmival

- Eek % lleel
Freckles
Half Hiteh
Lancelot
Our PRoarding House
Qut OQur ‘loy
Polly!'s Pointers
Pricilla's Pop
Short Ribe
Steve Roper

—— - — T  —  ——— T -

The Key West Gitizen has quite =
few of the NEA strips vhich are
gaen chiefly in small-tovm papers.
It hac a stable comics gection and
cariies a lot of old favorites.
Until September 13, the Citigzen
carried W-lt Scott!s Tittle People
but droppec it in favor of the Sun-
day Lencelot strip which had just
been gtarted. The paper hacs

above aversge color printing, =nd
overa=1l, it ics a prett;r good paper.

Times-Picavune
3300 Howard ive
New Orleang, La.

All other States

Tom Trick
Up inchor
Winthrop.
TIMES-PICAYUNE
Misg. 2 Lo,
10 Pages
0-1 2/3 ads Pyeamah o2:813.80, 7. J.$15:60
70140 Repro: 5 6 months...$ 6.90.....5 7.30

Paper: h

* Bacit 1ssues: 1 year back.

1 month old: LO¢
Olders LS¢

12 Fhge

Diclk Tracy
Prince Valiant

1/3 Poge

£lley Oop

And; Capn
Beetle 3ailey
Blondie

Rrends Starr
Cant.. Basy
Dendi

Gasoline Alley

——————

1/3 Pare (Cont'd)

Judge Parker
Li'l Abner

I. Orphan Annie
M-ry Periting
Nency
Peanuts

Pogo

Rex ifcrgzan
Snuffy Smith
Steve Roper
Winnie Winkle
Periodic

Off The Record (60%)

3 months...% 3.55.....3 3.90
1 month....$ 1.15.....5 1.30
1 comeeeees 3500009 LU0

e T  — —— ———

1/2 - 1/3 P-ge

Dennie (203)

Hi + Lois (25%)

Mary Vorth (257)

Steve O-nyon (303)
R nice paper which has -bout the bect
color printing I've seen. Unfortunate-
1y, when the paper carries more than
1 1/2 page:z of ade,they reduce »
couple of 1/3 page strips to 1/6 page.
tefyl. This used to happen about
tinee = year, but haen!t in the last
3 monthe, go maybe it's a thing of
fhe past. If they continue to use
1/6 page strips, the collector can
solve the problem by treding, or by
zettinz another paper.
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Last minute news and developments: A few things have happened since
the stencils were cut and this issue was printed ( there was a delay),
so some things need to be updated.

First, Graphic Story Magazine #11 ( the Will Gould issue) and Funny-
world #12 are both soid out. Graphic Story Magazine #13 is out now,
but has little to do with strips. Ditto Fﬁnnyworld #13. However,
both are excellent magazines and are worth any fans money.

Jim lvey (561 Obispo Ave., Orlando, Fla. 32807), is putting out an
offset magazine which will try to cover the field of cartooning.
Ivey himself, is a professional cartoonist, so the magazine should
be quite good. The magazine is called cARToon and will be publish-
ed quartlerly. The first issue will cost 31.00 and is due out in
February, 1971.

The Capital Canon has gone out of business.

Changes in strip listings: Sunday Strips. The Key West Citizen

has dropped two % page strips (Kerry Drake and Mary Worth) and has
added tws £ page strips (The Phantom and Astrology). Daily changes.
The St. Louis Post-Dispatch has dropped Friday Foster and has
changed Wizard of Id from a 5 column Black and White strip to a

4 column strip. The Li'l Abner strip was dropped ad replaced by
Miss Peach, a 5 column Black and White strip. Panels: The Post-
Dispatch dropped Citizen Smith and added 2 new panels, [ffy and
Shadow Mischief. Both of these are in color.

World of Comic Art has published 2 more issues: #8(NEA Revisited)
and number 9 (Frank O‘Neal's Short Ribs).

Captain George's Comic World has now published 45 issues (many of
which reprint old comic strips). Comic World is sold only in sets
of 10 (1-10, 11-20 etc.-.) and the issues 1-10 are sold out.

From Maggie Thompson comes this bit of information on the storing of
daily strips....

lf you collect comic strips in guantity, you've probably been real-
izing just how much of a storage problem you've given yourself,

A Sears check .file (you know--for filing bank checks, with 81 XI1
base o~ slightly larger so that letters can lie flat) will hold
2050 daily strips per drawer. That's loosely filled. |If you cram
them in, you can manage another 500. With loose filing, you can
take care of 61,500 daily strips with one ¢ their 30-drawer jobs.

Now, realize that the sti. ns must be the size of current comics; old
large ones and foriegn str.ps won't fit, We wrap the strips in
Saran Wrap in manageable bunches. Thus the strips are protected
from light and air. When we want to read them, we pull out the
batch in question and read--then repackage and refile. The 8 X 10

X 4" model costs $3.59 and has the Sears catalog number of 3A-6346.

The price of Specials Series is $1.00 instead of 60¢ as stated in the
editorial, due to rising production costs{otherwise | would lose 25¢
on every issue | sold). For those who wish extra copies of the offe
set artwork in this issue (10 pages), the price is 25¢ per set.




